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FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Corporal Forest Jostes
who recently was killed in action fighting for
freedom in Irag.

Corporal Jostes was a 21-year-old from
Albion, lllinois who served as an Army Cor-
poral with the 1st Battalion, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion from Ft. Hood, Texas. He was a 2000
graduate of Edwards County High School,
after which he joined the National Guard at
the age of 17. He had only been in Iraq for
about a week, when military personnel say his
Humvee was hit by a rocket-propelled gre-
nade, killing Jostes and the driver, in a suburb
of Baghdad.

Corporal Jostes is survived by his parents,
Von and Diane Ibbotson; a sister, Michelle
Lee Teeter; two brothers Benjamin L. Jostes
and Evan R. Ibbotson; and his grandparents,
John and Laura Ibbotson, Glen and Darlene
Kellison and Norman and Shirley Costley. |
am proud of the service this young man has
given to our country and the service he and
others are doing everyday. Not enough can be
said about Corporal Jostes and our other
brave men and women who are serving in
Iraq. It is troops like him that are risking their
lives everyday to ensure our freedom here at
home and to others throughout the rest of the
world. | salute him and my best wishes go out
to his family and all the troops fighting to en-
sure freedom and democracy.

TRIBUTE TO MR. MICHAEL ROCCIA
HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise
today to recognize an outstanding member of
my community, Mr. Michael Roccia. For 63
years, he has been fighting to improve the
working conditions and lives of American
workers. He has spent 32 years with Local
262 in New Jersey, and has served our com-
munity well.

He was Shop Chairman for Local 305, CIO
from 1940-1969. During that time he orga-
nized 500 employees of the L.S. Branch Co.
for Playthings, Jewelry, and Novelty Workers,
CIO Local 305. When Local 305 became
Local 301, he became General Organizer, and
when that merged with Local 262, he contin-
ued to work, serving as Business Agent for as
many as twenty shops. He would go on to
serve as Local 262’s General Organizer, and
eventually became their President. He has
been Vice President of both the IUC and the
RWDSU, and has served on the Advisory
Committee of the UFCW.

Mr. Roccia has lived the life of a worker and
an activist. He has labored on an assembly
line, organized workers, walked the picket line,
negotiated contracts, handled grievances, ar-
gued arbitrations, and fought for health and
welfare plans. He has led and inspired the
men and women of Local 262 in New Jersey
to commit to activism, working early in the
morning and late at night to improve labor
conditions for all workers.

In his own words, “The work of a good
trade unionist can never be a 9 to 5 job—
never an 8 hour day.”

| salute Mr. Roccia, the oldest officer in his
Union, for his lifelong commitment to serving
others. | am proud to have him in my district,
and | am honored to call him my neighbor.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in extending
my thanks to Michael Roccia, and | invite my
colleagues to join me in wishing him health
and happiness throughout his well-deserved
retirement.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FRIENDS
OF DAG HAMMARSKJOLD PLAZA,
THE TURTLE BAY ASSOCIATION
AND THE KATHARINE HEPBURN
GARDEN

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the achievements of the Friends of
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza and the Turtle Bay
Association, who on May 22, 2004 will unveil
in Dag Hammarskjold Plaza Park a bench
once owned by the late actress Katherine
Hepburn. The ceremony will not only honor
Ms. Hepburn’s incomparable career, but will
also recognize her role as a conservationist
and community leader in the Turtle Bay neigh-
borhood.

The bench will be placed in an area of Dag
Hammarskjold Park that in 1997 was dedi-
cated to the late actress and renamed the
Katherine Hepburn Garden. The garden, built
during an extensive renovation of the park,
has since become a gathering place for Turtle
Bay residents, many of whom were longtime
neighbors of Ms. Hepburn and knew her per-
sonally. The garden includes a collection of
stepping stones engraved with quotes from
some of Ms. Hepburn’s most memorable
movie roles; additionally, Ms. Hepburn’s biog-
raphy is posted at the garden’s entrance. | am
quite certain that Ms. Hepburn, who was an
avid gardener, would be very pleased with
how the garden’s abundant shade plants have
provided her neighborhood of over 60 years
with a lovely, tranquil green space—a rarity in-
deed amid the bustle of midtown Manhattan.

Following the garden’s dedication, George
Vellonakis, the park’s architect, and Millie
Margiotta, a board member of the Friends of
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza and a longtime
member of my District Office staff, toured Ms.

Hepburn's Fenwick, Connecticut estate and
chatted with Ms. Hepburn on the very bench
that will be dedicated on May 22. 1 am so
grateful that this wonderful piece of history,
which at one time was scheduled to be sold
at auction, will now be available for the public
to enjoy.

During the upcoming ceremony, Bill Curtis,
the President of the Turtle Bay Association,
will share fond memories of Ms. Hepburn’s ef-
forts to save the Turtle Bay neighborhood’s
trees when city planners sought to widen 49th
Street, along which Ms. Hepburn’s townhouse
sits. Though she was protective of her privacy,
Ms. Hepburn actively supported the Turtle Bay
Association’s appeals to preserve the char-
acter of her neighborhood for future genera-
tions to enjoy.

Mr. Speaker, | request that my colleagues
join me in honoring the Friends of Dag Ham-
marskjold Park and the Turtle Bay Associa-
tion, whose ongoing efforts to preserve the
Turtle Bay neighborhood are a fitting tribute to
the legacy of a true American icon, the late
Katherine Hepburn. To the dedicated volun-
teers and friends of these fine organizations, |
offer my continuing admiration, respect and
support.

———

IN MEMORY OF CHARLETON
WILHOIT SYKES

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember a true public servant, the Honorable
Charleton Wilhoit Sykes.

Ms. Sykes served on the Southampton
County Board of Supervisors and in other po-
sitions in Virginia government for 24 years.
She contacted my office often seeking assist-
ance for others, but not once for herself. Ms.
Sykes was also a businesswoman and was a
U.S. Navy veteran of World War Il. She knew
no strangers and cared for everyone.

| join the Honorable Dallas Jones, Chairman
of the Southampton Board of Supervisors,
when he said that he was “shocked and sad-
dened” by Ms. Sykes death. “She was a
strong voice for Newsons district on this
board,” Jones said. “She will be sorely missed
by everyone.” Southampton County Adminis-
trator Mike Johnson noted that Ms. Sykes was
“a woman of sound judgment, outspoken can-

dor and unquestionable commitment. Her
leadership and friendship will be sorely
missed.”

Ms. Sykes was also a loving mother and
friend who will be missed most by those clos-
est to her. Still, her legacy lives on in her fam-
ily and in the fruits of her faithful service to a
caring community and a grateful nation.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING ASSISTANT SHERIFF
RICHARD BRESHEARS

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Assistant Sheriff Richard
Breshears for 35 years of dedicated service to
Stanislaus County. Richard will retire from the
Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department and
will be honored at an event held in California
on June 23rd.

Richard began his career as a Stanislaus
County Deputy Sheriff in 1970 where he
worked in Patrol and Adult Detention. He was
assigned to the Investigations Crimes Against
Persons Unit in 1973. He was in this unit for
almost 18 years, starting out as an investi-
gator and moving up the ranks to Lieutenant.
In 1991 Richard was promoted to Captain and
served as Commander in both the Custodial
Division and the Operations Division. In 1997
he was appointed to Assistant Sheriff and he
currently commands the Operations Division.

Mr. Breshears graduated from the FBI Na-
tional Academy in Virginia in 1982. He has
also been a member of numerous law en-
forcement committees. He is an alumnus of
Leadership Modesto, a training program for up
and coming community leaders. Richard has
served for a number of years as chair of the
Law Enforcement Day. He is currently Presi-
dent of the Stanislaus County Police Activities
League, a position he has held for 8 years,
and he is a member of the Stanislaus County
Advisory Board on Substance Abuse. Richard
has served on the US Attorney’s Eastern Dis-
trict Law Enforcement Executive Council for
many years. In 1999 he received the Sheriff's
Department “Medal of Merit” for exceptional
meritorious service, the second highest award
presented by the department.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Assistant
Sheriff Richard Breshears upon his retirement
from public service. Although his career in
public service has ended, his contributions will
be felt for generations to come. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Richard a ful-
filling retirement.

———

IN VERMONT, FOOD FROM FAMILY
FARMS IS GOOD BUSINESS

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to recognize that two business-
men in Vermont, Steve Birge and Mark
Curran, the owners of Black River Produce of
Proctorsville, Vermont, were recently selected
runners-up for the National Small Business
Person of the Year by the Small Business Ad-
ministration.

Twenty-five years ago Steve Birge began
Black River Produce, today a $27 million
produce company, when he saw the poor
quality of the produce used in the local res-
taurant in which he worked. Black River origi-
nally delivered fresh, local produce to local
restaurants in the Proctorsville area of central
Vermont. But after he met Mark Curran (while
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hitchhiking!), the two expanded the company,
working with local farmers so that they could
supply restaurants with the freshest and most
healthful produce available. Today, Black
River delivers high-quality produce not only
throughout Vermont, but also into parts of
western New Hampshire, northern Massachu-
setts, and eastern New York. It supplies not
just restaurants, but grocery stores, schools,
hospitals, ski areas, and nursing homes.

Black River Produce has sales of more than
$27 million a year, a work force of 100 em-
ployees, and a fleet of 30 refrigerated trucks
and two tractor trailers.

| salute Black River Produce’s commitment
to providing its customers with the highest
quality foods. The company distributes high-
quality Vermont foods, supporting not only
local farmers, but other small businesses such
as Grafton Cheese, Cold Valley apples, and
products from Vermont Butter and Cheese.
They are an integral part of the Vermont Fresh
Network, which links local farms to local chefs.

Although during out-of-season periods
(Vermont, after all, has long winters) Black
River distributes produce from out of state,
and although it buys fish in Boston, its com-
mitment to local agriculture and local business
is noteworthy. In a time when both agri-
business and outsourcing have wrought havoc
with traditional American family farms and with
American businesses, | salute the remarkable
accomplishment of Black River Produce in
supporting local access to locally produced
foods. Steve Birge and Mark Curran, and their
many employees, have shown businesses
around the nation that distributing the products
from family farms is and can be good busi-
ness, and that profits can flow both from help-
ing local businesses, and from providing con-
sumers with healthful foods.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS, ECO/SPRING-
FIELD, LLC IN AGAWAM, MASSA-
CHUSETTS

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, it
is my esteemed privilege to note the excep-
tional achievement of eco/Springfield, LLC,
Agawam, Massachusetts as the recipient of
the highest honor bestowed by the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration to
small worksites, the approval as a Safety and
Health Achievement Recognition Program
(SHARP) participant in the consultation pro-
gram. Currently fewer than 750 worksites in
the country share this honor of SHARP rec-
ognition.

SHARP is a program created to provide in-
centives and support to smaller business own-
ers who meet and exceed the OSHA stand-
ards, eco/Springdfield, LLC is a strong example
of such a business. With the recognition in this
OSHA consultation program comes several
services at no additional cost to the business
owner. These services include recognizing
hazards in the workplace, providing a written
report that summarizes the findings of this
analysis, assisting in developing and maintain-
ing an effective safety and health program,
and offering training and education to the em-
ployer and employees at the worksite.
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| am very proud of all my constituents in this
workforce for their tremendous efforts in work-
ing with the Massachusetts Consultation Pro-
gram to receive this honor. Once again, con-
gratulations to all of the men and women who
work hard each day at the eco/Springfield,
LLC, in Agawam, Massachusetts.

—

RECOGNIZING NATHANIEL STITT
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Nathaniel Stitt, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 333, and by earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nathaniel has been very active with his
troop, participating in many Scout activities
and earning numerous merit badges. He has
held such leadership positions as Assistant
Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader, and Senior Pa-
trol Leader. Nathaniel has also been on staff
at the H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation for the
past four years. For his Eagle Scout project,
Nathaniel built drying racks for the Volunteer
Fire Department at the H. Roe Bartle Scout
Reservation.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Nathaniel Stitt for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Torrey Stoffel-Gray, who
was recently killed in action in Iraq.

Lance Cpl. Torrey Stoffel-Gray was a 19-
year-old Marine from Patoka, lllinois. Patoka is
a rural town in my district with a population
around 630. At 16 he left Patoka to enter Lin-
coln Challenge, a military-style alternative
school at Rantoul, lll. Many friends and family
say that Lincoln Challenge changed his life
and helped him find his way. This young man
was recently killed in action in Iraq when his
convoy was struck by rocket-propelled gre-
nades and gunfire in the Al Anbar Province.
My condolences go out to his family and
friends.

Lance Cpl. Stoffel-Gray is survived by his
mother, Mary Stoffel, his stepfather Jerry
Stoffel and his three brothers, Brandon, Rus-
sell, and Blake. Lance Cpl. Stoffel-Gray was
awarded the Purple Heart, which was pre-
sented to his mother at the time of his burial.
Not enough can be said about Lance Cpl.
Stoffel-Gray and the rest of our brave men
and women serving in Iraq. These soldiers are
risking their lives every day to ensure our free-
dom here at home and for others throughout
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the world. | salute him and my best wishes go

out to his family and all the troops fighting to

ensure freedom and democracy.
———

REMARKS FOR SERGEANT WIL-
LIAM E. HALL, AWARD OF THE
BRONZE STAR MEDAL

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on February
3, 1953, the Headquarters of the 40th Infantry
Division declared that Sergeant William E. Hall
(US54024606, Infantry, United States Army,
224th Infantry Regiment) distinguished himself
by heroic achievement near Kumhwa, Korea,
on the 16th of June and 17th of June 1952.
As Sergeant Hall’s platoon advanced up an
enemy-held hill, the enemy who was waiting in
ambush, let loose with a murderous attack.
Many casualties were sustained, including
Sergeant Hall, who suffered painful wounds.
With complete and utter disregard for his per-
sonal safety, Sergeant Hall fully exposed him-
self to enemy fire in order to rally and encour-
age his men. All radio communications had
been knocked out by enemy fire, but Sergeant
Hall courageously remained exposed to
enemy small arms, automatic weapons, and
mortar fire in order to maintain communica-
tions by voice and call for reinforcements. The
courage, outstanding devotion to duty, and de-
termination displayed by Sergeant Hall under
extremely hazardous conditions were directly
responsible for maintaining vital communica-
tions and resulted in the arrival of needed re-
inforcements. Sergeant Hall's outstanding
courage while risking his life was inspiring to
his men and reflects great credit upon himself
and the United States Army. Sergeant Hall en-
tered the Federal service from Texas.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JEFF FLAKE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, | respectfully re-
quest the opportunity to record my position on
rollcall votes 177, 178, and 179. 1 was regret-
tably absent from the chamber on May 17 dur-
ing rollcall votes 177, 178, and 179. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rollcall 177, “yea” on rollcall 178, and “yea”
on rollcall five.

———

CONGRATULATIONS, ANTHONY F.
HEISLER

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Anthony F. Heisler of Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, on his commissioning as a
Second Lieutenant in the United States Army.

Lt. Heisler is a recent graduate of the
George Washington University where he re-
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ceived a dual Bachelor of the Arts in German
Languages and Literature and in History. A
resident of Northeast Philadelphia, Lt. Heisler
had always aspired to join the Army, and it is
his work in college as a cadet in the Army Re-
serve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) of
Georgetown University of which he is most
proud.

In his capacity as a cadet, Lt. Heisler was
responsible for the oversight of over 80 Army
cadets. For his service, Lt. Heisler has won
numerous awards, including the Lieutenant
Harry W. Apraker, Jr. award, which is given to
the cadet who contributes the most to the mis-
sion accomplishment of the Georgetown Uni-
versity ROTC program. Upon his commis-
sioning, Lt. Heisler has been assigned to the
Field Artillery branch of the Army.

| am eternally grateful to Lt. Heisler for his
service to the United States, and | wish him
continued success as he begins his career in
the United States Army.

—————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
in the history of our great Nation the cause of
freedom has not come easily, but it has come
to those who have the will to attain for them-
selves and for their countrymen. Our Nation
has been blessed to have great leaders and
visionaries who crafted the Constitution on a
new independent Nation. Later, similar
strength was needed to eliminate the scourge
of slavery. Today, we continue the struggle to
make sure that all men and women can taste
the sweet nectar of freedom. While we right-
fully praise and celebrate the great leaders
and visionaries who created and shaped this
Nation, let us never forget that even their
great work would have fallen short had it not
been for the millions of soldiers willing to sur-
render their life to give the cause of freedom
to others.

It was Edmund Burke who once aptly stat-
ed: “The only thing necessary for the triumph
of evil is for good men to do nothing.” The
birth of our Nation itself was due to good men
who refused to submit to an unjust rule. Time
after time, in battle after battle American men
and women have not fled from mortal danger,
no instead they have rushed towards it. Our
brave soldiers built this Nation, first with inde-
pendence, then with the righteousness of
eliminating slavery, and finally in the last cen-
tury they built this Nation in the eyes of the
world, not only as a superpower, but as a Na-
tion that values humanity and kindness over
the tyranny of others. It has been said that the
generation that came back from fighting World
War Il was in fact the ‘greatest generation’
and | would be hard pressed to disagree. Our
brave soldiers went to Europe and the Far
East to save massacred peoples; they had no
choice but victory. Even now, we look back in
pain and imagine the horror that could have
been had they not been successful. They
came back from this war to end all wars and
raised a new generation of Americans. They
created the greatest middle-class ever seen in
the history of the world. Their domestic suc-
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cess ensured a great future for our Nation,
their success abroad ensured life and liberty
for millions around the world.

| see this same courage and strength in the
eyes of our current generation of soldiers.
They bear the burden of a new world, in which
the greatest threats against our life and free-
dom are often unseen. They also bear the
hope of a Nation and a world that clings to the
hope of peace and stability. It was the great
statesman Adlai Stevenson who said: “Patriot-
ism is not a short and frenzied outburst of
emotion but the tranquil and steady dedication
of a lifetime.” It is clear that the torch has
been passed from the ‘greatest generation’ to
a new generation of men and women willing to
dedicate their lives to protecting ours. Our Na-
tion is truly blessed in so many ways, but our
soldiers continue to be the greatest protectors
of our blessings.

Perhaps the greatest literary reminder we
have of the sacrifice our soldiers make in bat-
tle is the poem In Flanders Field written by
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD of the
Canadian Army:

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

This poem describes the feelings of Lieuten-
ant Colonel McCrae after the battle of Ypres
in 1915. Our soldiers go to war knowing that
they may not come back; they go to war
knowing their comrades may not come back
with them, and yet they do not relent. The
courage of our Armed Forces can not be
questioned, their dedication can not be taken
lightly; truly their sacrifice must be honored
dearly.

During this Moment of Silence | want to ac-
knowledge the brave soldiers from my home
city of Houston who died fighting for our nation
in Iraq and Afghanistan:

Spc. Adolfo C. Carballo, 20, Houston,
Texas, Died: April 10, 2004, Baghdad, Iraq;
Pfc. Analaura Esparza Gutierrez, 21, Houston,
Texas, Died: October 1, 2003, Tikrit, Iraq; Spc.
John P. Johnson, 24, Houston, Texas, Died:
October 22, 2003, Baghdad, Irag; Spc. Scott
Q. Larson, 22, Houston, Texas, Died: April 5,
2004, Baghdad, Iraqg; Sgt. Keelan L. Moss, 23,
Houston, Texas, Died: November 2, 2003, Al

Fallujah, Iraq; Pfc. Armando Soriano, 20,
Houston, Texas, Died: February 1, 2004,
Haditha, Iraq; Cpl. Tomas Sotelo Jr., 20,

Houston, Texas, Died: June 27, 2003, Bagh-
dad, Iraq; Staff Sgt. Brian T. Craig, 27, Hous-
ton, Texas, Died: April 15, 2002, Afghanistan.

The names of those brave soldiers and all
soldiers who have died fighting for our nation
will always be synonymous with the cause of
freedom. It takes that rare individual, who in
fact does not see themselves as an individual,
but as a piece of a greater mission. | hope
and pray for the safe return of our soldiers
fighting abroad, | cherish and honor our vet-
erans who served before. Let us take this Me-
morial Day to heart, for everything we love
and hold dear in this great nation of ours was
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possible because our brave soldiers were will-
ing to defend it. | leave you now with an pow-
erful poem on the subject of our brave soldiers
and veterans from the great American poet
Walt Whitman:

DIRGE FOR TWO VETERANS

The last sunbeam

Lightly falls from the finish’d Sabbath,

On the pavement here, and there beyond it is
looking,

Down a new-made double grave.

Lo, the moon ascending,

Up from the east the silvery round moon,

Beautiful over the house-tops, ghastly, phan-
tom moon,

Immense and silent moon.

I see a sad procession,

And I hear the sound of coming full-key’d
bugles,

All the channels of the city streets they’re
flooding,

As with voices and with tears.

I hear the great drums pounding,

And the small drums steady whirring,

And every blow of the great convulsive
drums,

Strikes me through and through.

For the son is brought with the father,

In the foremost ranks of the fierce assault
they fell,

Two veterans son and father dropt together,

And the double grave awaits them.

Now nearer blow the bugles,

And the drums strike more convulsive,

And the daylight o’er the pavement quite
has faded,

And the strong dead-march enwraps me.

In the eastern sky up-buoying,

The sorrowful vast phantom
illumin’d,

‘Tis some mother’s large transparent face,

In heaven brighter growing.

O strong dead-march you please me!

O moon immense with your silvery face you
soothe me!

O my soldiers twain! O my veterans passing
to burial!

What I have I also give you.

The moon gives you light,

And the bugles and the drums give you
music,

And my heart, O my soldiers, my veterans,

My heart gives you love.

moves

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. BURTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
observance of Memorial Day and to honor
three fallen soldiers from the Fifth District of
Indiana who so bravely sacrificed their own
lives in Iraq so that Iragi citizens may one day
share in the same freedoms as citizens of our
great Nation.

America collectively grieves at the loss of
her sons and daughters, but we cannot fully
appreciate the enormity of the losses their
family and friends have suffered. All we can
do is remember that the price of our liberty
bears an enormous cost. | am reminded of the
words of General George S. Patton, who com-
manded the U.S. Third Army in the Second
World War: “We should not mourn these
brave men, but rather thank God that such
men lived.” It is the determination and willing-
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ness of these young men and women to de-
fend our Nation that safeguards all our free-
dom. We should not and will not soon forget
our sons’ and daughters’ heroic service.

Private First Class Deryk Lyell Hallal (Ma-
rine Corps; April 7, 2004), Private First Class
Christopher E. Hudson (Army; March 21,
2004), and Sergeant Jarrod W. Black (Army;
December 12, 2003) from the Fifth District of
Indiana will forever be remembered in the
hearts and minds of their family and friends.
These three soldiers gave their lives helping
free an enslaved people while protecting the
world from the scourge of terrorism. We are
grateful that there are men like these who are
willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for our
great Nation. Memorial Day will forever serve
as a reminder of their sacrifices as well as all
of the past, present, and future heroes who
have fought and will so bravely fight to protect
our Nation.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, in times of
great sorrow and confusion | often turn to the
Bible for comfort and guidance.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 teaches us, “For every-
thing there is a season, And a time for every
matter under heaven . . . A time to be born,
and a time to die; A time to weep, and a time
to laugh; A time for war, and a time for
peace.”

| hope and pray that soon we will see a time
for peace around the world. Brave men and
women answered their country’s call for duty
and paid the ultimate sacrifice. They died as
heroes in honorable service to our country,
and words inadequately convey our sorrow.

Across Washington State, 13 families grieve
over the loss of loved ones in Irag and Af-
ghanistan. On behalf of the nation, the House
of Representatives paused recently for a mo-
ment of silence to recognize and honor our
fallen heroes.

We can honor our soldiers by remembering
their names and reflecting on their contribu-
tions to our lives and to our communities. Join
me in honoring these brave men and women.

Second Lieutenant Benjamin J. Colgan, 30,
from Kent; First Lieutenant Michael R. Adams,
24, from Seattle; Staff Sergeant Cody Prosser,
28, whose mother lives in Seattle; Specialist
Jacob R. Herring, 21, from Kirkland; Specialist
Jeffrey R. Shaver, 26, from Maple Valley;
Lance Corporal Cedric E. Burns, 22, from
Vancouver; Specialist Justin W. Hebert, of Ar-
lington; Private First Class Duane E.
Longstreth, 19, of Tacoma; Private First Class
Kerry D. Scott, 21, of Mount Vernon; Spe-
cialist Robert T. Benson, 20, of Spokane; Ser-
geant Jay A. Blessing, 23, of Tacoma; Ser-
geant Curt E. Jordan, Jr., of Green Acres;
and, Staff Sergeant Christopher Bunda, 29.

America is richer because of their service.
America is poorer because of their loss.

The Gospel of John 14:27, offers comfort in
the words of Jesus, “Peace | leave with you;
my peace | give you. | do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled and do not be afraid.”
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FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Kim Bigley who was re-
cently killed in Kosovo.

Kim Bigley was an employee of DynCorp
International which was serving with the
United Nations as international police officers.
Kim and other members were fired upon by a
Jordanian police officer for unknown reason
and she and two others were killed in the re-
sulting firefight.

Kim Bigley was a 47-year-old who lived
most of her life in southern and Southwestern
lllinois. She was the former warden of the
Shawnee Correctional Center, and had just
completed her first day of job orientation when
she was killed. She is survived by her parents,
Jim and Janice Bigley of Greenfield; sons,
Casey Morrow of Springfield and Quinn Mor-
row of Decatur; daughter, Karly Morrow of Pa-
ducah; and a brother, Joe Bigley of Sherman.
My thoughts and prayers go out to her families
and loved ones. Ms. Bigley gave her life in an
effort to improve the lives of others. This sac-
rifice should never be forgotten.

———————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to dedicated soldiers, marines and
citizens from my district that paid the ultimate
price while serving our country.

Next weekend, our Nation will commemo-
rate Memorial Day. All too often we forget the
purposes of our special days we set aside to
celebrate. Memorial Day is much more than a
three-day weekend that marks the beginning
of summer. This day, originally known as
Decoration Day, has a long history dating
back to the Civil War, commemorating the
sacrifices of our armed forces. During this Me-
morial Day it is fitting that we make a special
effort to honor and acknowledge those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice in defending
our freedom and the freedom of others in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

| would like to extend my deepest sympathy
to the family and friends who are mourning the
loss of Private First Class Chad Bales, Private
First Class Ricky Morris, Specialist Robert
Arsiaga, Specialist Israel Garza, Corporal
Daniel Amaya, and Private First Class Clayton
Henson. These gentlemen served our country
with courage and dignity. There is no greater
valor than sacrifice in the name of freedom.

| pray for the safe return of all of our serv-
icemen and women and thank them for the
sacrifice they make every day defending our
country.
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FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. DENISE L. MAJETTE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2004

Ms. MAJETTE. Mr. Speaker, When | think
of Francis Scott Key’'s The Star-Spangled
Banner, the fourth and final stanza of our Na-
tional Anthem rarely comes to mind. It reads:
Oh, thus be it ever when free men shall stand
Between their loved homes and war’s desola-
tion;

Blest with victory and peace, may the heav-
en-rescued land

Praise the power that hath made and pre-
served us a nation!

As we approach Memorial Day, it is in the
spirit of these words that we honor the noble
spirit of the brave American men and women
who have sacrificed their lives for our nation
as they served in both Iraq and Afghanistan.
Their ultimate sacrifice serves as a constant
reminder of the high cost of freedom and our
hope for a safer and more peaceful world.

On this day, | would like to acknowledge
and remember the soldiers from Georgia who
have fallen while serving our nation during the
past year.

We Remember: SPC Jamaal Rashard
Addison, CPT Tristan Neil Aitken, SPC Marvin
Antonio Campo-Siles, SGT Michael Tyron
Crockett, SFC Ricky Leon Crockett, SPC Mar-
shall Lane Edgerton, SSG Bobby Charles
Franklin, PV2 Benjamin Lee Freeman, SSG
Nathaniel Hart, Jr., SPC Christopher James
Holland, A1C Antoine Jermaine Holt, SPC
Justin Weaver Johnson, SPC Nathaniel Henry
Johnson, SPC Kevin John Klinesmith, Jr.,
CPT Edward Jason Korn, SGT David Terrell
Nutt, PFC Diego Fernando Rincon, PFC Wil-
liam Rodriques Strange Ill, MSG Thomas Ruel
Thigpin, Sr., PFC Marquis Antoine Whitaker,
and CSM Jerry Lee Wilson.

It is you, our brothers, and our sisters who
have paid the ultimate sacrifice—and those
who still fight today—who stand between our
beloved home, our country, and war’s desola-
tion. It is you who will be forever etched in our
memory, forever in our hearts, and to whom
we will be forever thankful.

——————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
every year on the last Monday in the month of
May, our Nation gathers together to remember
and honor those who have so honorably
served our country. We memorialize those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our
freedom and for the values we cherish so
deeply.

The sacrifice a soldier makes is always in
our hearts and minds, but this Memorial Day
we have a special remembrance. This year, in
addition to all of those brave men and women
who have perished in wars past, we honor the
120 soldiers in Operation Enduring Freedom
and nearly 800 soldiers in Operation Iraqi
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Freedom who have lost their lives. Let us pay
special tribute to these soldiers, who served
their country with valor, and whose sacrifices
we will never forget.

On this day, we also commemorate two im-
portant anniversaries nearly upon us. June 6th
with mark the 60th anniversary of the D—Day
forces landing on the beaches of Normandy.
As a result of the bravery, skill, and deter-
mination of the heroic Americans who served
in World War I, the invasion was successful
and led to the eventual destruction of a totali-
tarian Nazi regime and the liberation of mil-
lions of enslaved peoples in Europe. It is fitting
that today many of the “Greatest Generation”
gather in Washington, D.C. to dedicated the
new World War Il Memorial on the grounds of
the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

And June 22nd will mark the 60th anniver-
sary of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of
1944—what we now know as the Gl Bill of
Rights. We are reminded this year, by those
currently returning from operations abroad and
by the anniversary of this celebrated bill, of
the importance of caring for our veterans as
they return home. The Gl Bill of Rights was
one of many promises we have made to those
serving our country, and one of many we must
keep. We must not falter in our promise to
provide veterans with quality healthcare upon
their return. We must ensure that when vet-
erans pass, their widows—who also sacrifice
so much as spouses of our soldiers—receive
the benefits they we’ve promised them. And
we must provide the foundation for our vet-
erans to continue leading healthy and produc-
tive lives upon their return, in the form of
home loans, vocational rehabilitation, edu-
cational benefits, and more.

| want to also take time to honor our troops
from New Mexico that have lost their lives in
Irag and Afghanistan: Senior Airman Jason
Cunningham of Carlsbad; Army Specialist
James Pirtle of Carlsbad; Air Force Special
Operations pilot Captain Tamara Archuleta of
Albuquerque; Marine Private First Class Chris-
topher Ramos of Albuquerque; and Marine
Corporal Aaron Austin of Lovington. | want to
acknowledge these soldiers on their bravery
and for representing not only our country, but
also the state of New Mexico. They have truly
made their families, their state, and their Na-
tion proud.

Throughout our Nation’s history, our armed
forces have been on the front lines fighting for
our lives with their own. We must never take
for granted the freedoms for which they
fought, and we will never forget the meaning
of the ultimate sacrifice.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor and privilege for me to participate today
in this opportunity for members of the House
to pay tribute to fallen heroes across the Na-
tion and in our individual Districts.

It is difficult to find the right words to ade-
quately express the deep respect | have for
those who have sacrificed their lives for our
great Nation. America would not have been
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born, nor would our Nation’s citizens enjoy the
unparalleled blessings of liberty, freedom, and
justice for all, but for the courageous and self-
less sense of patriotism of countless men and
women throughout America’s history such as
the fallen heroes we honor today.

These are the names of the heroes, with
ties to the 19th Congressional District of Penn-
sylvania, who gave their lives for us while
serving in Iraq or Afghanistan: Army Specialist
Ryan G. Carlock; Army Specialist Martin W.
Kondor; Army Specialist George A. Mitchell;
Navy SEAL Petty Officer 1st Class Neil Rob-
erts; and Army Staff Sergeant Kimberly A.
Voelz.

My deepest sympathies go out to the family
members and friends of our fallen heroes. |
hope all citizens will keep them in our prayers
and forever remember the selfless sacrifices
that these heroes have made on our behalf.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, as America
celebrates Memorial Day, it is important for us
to remember those dedicated soldiers who
have made the ultimate sacrifice for our coun-
try. The freedoms we enjoy today are a direct
result of the sacrifices made by young men
and women throughout our nation. Each gen-
eration must renew its commitment to defend
our liberties, and a new generation of young
Americans are today fighting bravely for free-
dom’s cause. The War on Terrorism has
claimed over 750 American lives in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and four of those brave soldiers
came from my district in Colorado. | know that
those who seek the true meaning of duty,
honor, and sacrifice will find it in dedicated
servants like Marine Corporal Randal
Rosacker, Staff Sergeant Mark Lawton, Pri-
vate First Class Chance Phelps, and Sergeant
First Class Randy Rehn. Our nation will long
endure due to the strength and character of
men and women like these four courageous
soldiers who served our country.

Randal Rosacker was the oldest of three
children and was known as a born leader. In
high school, his teammates voted him captain
of the baseball team. Randal had always
wanted to become a marine and joined the
corps when he turned eighteen, despite schol-
arship offers to play college football. By doing
so, Randal was upholding the finest military
traditions of both his family and this nation,
and | know Randal’'s family and friends take
pride in the uniform he wore and the ideals for
which he fought.

As a young man, Mark Lawton was an ex-
cellent athlete and ran track for Moffat County
High School. Prior to his service with the Army
Reserves, Mark spent fourteen years in the
Marine Corps, serving in the first Gulf War. In
his civilian life, Mark worked for a local coal
company as a heavy equipment operator.
Most importantly, he was a family man who
leaves behind a wife and two sons. While his
family’s feelings of loss and sorrow are deep,
they can take solace in the fact that Mark died
in the service of the people and ideals of our
nation.
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A tall and athletic nineteen-year-old, Chance
Phelps attended Moffat County and Palisade
high schools where he was known for his fun-
loving nature and being an avid outdoorsman.
He came from a family with a rich military tra-
dition, his father John being a Vietnam vet-
eran, and his sister Kelley working at the Pen-
tagon. After the terrorist bombings of 9-11,
Chance knew that he had to do something for
his nation, and resolved to join the Marines.
As a dedicated member of our Armed Forces
and as a patriot, he answered the call of duty,
embarking on a journey to defend freedom
and independence.

Randy Rehn was known as an athlete and
a prankster. At Niwot High School, he was a
football player and an all-state wrestler. He
was a loving husband and the new father of
a six-month-old girl. | know that Randy’s
daughter, family and friends take pride in the
uniform he wore and the ideals for which he
fought.

Mr. Speaker, | cannot fully express my deep
sense of gratitude for the sacrifice of these
young soldiers and their families. Throughout
our history, men and women in uniform have
fought our battles with distinction and courage.
At the dawn of this new century, the United
States military has once again been called to
defend our freedom against a new and emerg-
ing threat. Soldiers like Randal, Mark, Chance,
and Randy embody America’s determination
to lead the world in confronting that threat,
and their devotion to that cause will not be for-
gotten. These brave soldiers have made all
Americans proud and | know they have the re-
spect and admiration of all of my colleagues
here today.

——

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, as we reflect
on this Memorial Day and remember our fallen
heroes, | would like to offer special recognition
for four incredibly brave men from my district
who sacrificed their lives fighting the war on
terror.

On September 10, 2003, Staff Sgt. Joseph
E. Robsky, Jr. of the 759th Ordnance Com-
pany was killed when an improvised explosive
device he was called on to neutralize deto-
nated. Staff Sgt. Robsky was 31 years old.

On September 15, 2003, 31 year old Staff
Sgt. Kevin Kimmerly of North Creek, New
York was killed in a rocket-propelled grenade
attack on the streets of Baghdad.

On April 8 of this year, a rocket-propelled
grenade killed Army Spc. lIsaac Michael
Nieves as insurgents in Bani Saad, Iraq, am-
bushed his patrol. Spc. Nieves, from Sidney,
New York, was 20 years old.

And on April 11, Easter Sunday of this year,
21 year old Pfc. Nathan P. Brown of South
Glens Falls, New York was ambushed while
on patrol with his unit in Samarra, Irag. Na-
than Brown served in the Army National
Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry, 1st Ar-
mored Division out of Glens Falls, New York.

Each of these remarkable young men left
behind family and friends they loved and
cared for. They were cut down in the prime of
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life by those who hate the very freedoms
these soldiers, these Americans, these he-
roes, were trying to protect.

What makes their sacrifice even more spe-
cial is the fact that not only were they fighting
against the terrorists who have declared war
on America, but that they were also fighting
for millions of Iraqi citizens who yearn for the
freedoms that so many of us take for granted.

With each passing day in the war on terror
| think about these heroes and the ultimate
sacrifice they made so our mission can be vic-
torious. It is because of men like Joe Robsky,
Kevin Kimmerly, Isaac Michael Nieves, Nathan
Brown, and the hundreds of other Americans
who lost their lives that we must succeed in
our mission. | refuse to tarnish their memories
by fighting this war in vain.

This Memorial Day, and all others afterward,
will have extra significance for me. Casting a
vote to send our troops into harm’s way is the
most difficult thing | have done since coming
to Congress. While | remain convinced of the
justness of our cause, | now have an even
greater appreciation for our men and women
fighting the war on terror thousands of miles
away from their homes and families.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity
to honor the memories of the 20th District's
bravest soldiers. | will spend my Memorial Day
praying for their families, for the successful
completion of their mission and for the safe re-
turn of all our troops. God bless them all, and
God bless America.

——————

CONGRATULATING BOB LINDNER
AS HE CELEBRATES HIS RETIRE-
MENT

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to my good friend Bob Lindner,
who is retiring from the Baltimore District of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Over our
nearly twenty year working relationship, there
were a few times that he may not have real-
ized that | considered him a friend, but | am
proud to state for the record that | do.

Bob Lindner is a model example of the dedi-
cated but unsung civil servants who make our
government work. Those of us who are elect-
ed or appointed to policy level positions like to
think we are running things, but the truth is
that policy is only as good as it is imple-
mented. Bob is a master of understanding the
underlying policy and applying it in a practical
way to achieve the desired outcome.

Bob, who will turn 62 next week, is retiring
after 39 years of civil service. He most re-
cently served as the Chief of the Planning Di-
vision for the Baltimore District for the past
five years. He is responsible for a staff of 75
engineers and scientists. He has led a strong
Civil Works Program that includes the geo-
graphic area of our Nation’s Capital and por-
tions of six States, and includes projects in the
planning, design and construction phases.

Bob’s career has been highlighted by nu-
merous accomplishments, including the Scran-
ton and Olyphant Local Flood Protection
Projects, Lock Haven Flood Protection Project
and numerous projects solving flood control,
navigation and erosion problems. It has been
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through the Wyoming Valley Levee Raising
Project that | came to work most closely with
Bob. In fact, it took me some time to forgive
him for retiring before the project is completed;
however, | have come to recognize that he
has devoted much of his time in the Corps to
training the next generation of managers to
follow in his footsteps.

Over the years we faced many obstacles
with the Wyoming Valley Levee Raising
Project, including budget cuts, an audit, and
conflicts among partners, but Bob always
managed to keep the project moving forward.
We had our battles when | thought the Corps
should be more flexible, and he thought | was
a bit too ambitious. However, | always knew
he had the best interest of the country, the
Corps, and the project at heart, and we grew
to respect one another.

From 1992 to 1999, Bob was a manager in
the Programs and Project Management Divi-
sion. This included six years as Acting Assist-
ant Chief of the Division. He helped oversee
the development and execution of a $2 billion
dollar planning, design and construction pro-
gram dispersed over 27 military installations
and civil works and environmental restoration
projects in the Susquehanna and Potomac
River Basins and Chesapeake Bay.

Prior to 1992, Bob served as Chief of the
Project Development Branch in the Planning
Division, where he was responsible for the
study and plan formulation phase for Civil
Works water resources projects. Many of the
projects constructed or in construction today,
started as studies under Bob’s leadership—in-
cluding those in Scranton, Olyphant, the Wyo-
ming Valley and other projects that reflect
highly on the Baltimore District today.

Bob is a trusted confidante. He is known
throughout the Army Corps of Engineers Civil
Works community for his practical solutions to
complex issues.

Bob has been honored through numerous
awards, including the Army Superior Civilian
Service Award, the Army Commander’s Award
for Civilian Service, Outstanding Supervisor of
the Year for the Baltimore District and Out-
standing Supervisor of the Year for the Fed-
eral Executive Board for Baltimore Region.

While Bob is a hard worker, he is com-
pletely dedicated to his wife Doris and their
two children, Nancy and David. They reside in
Baldwin, Maryland.

| want to thank Bob for his service to the
Nation through his Army and Corps of Engi-
neers career. Bob’s knowledge, skill, and abili-
ties developed over a lifetime of dedicated
service as an engineer and civil servant, his
contribution to his profession and society, and
his honesty and ethical standards make him
deserving of our recognition today.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my es-
teemed colleagues in the House of Represent-
ative please join me in congratulating Bob
Lindner and wish him all the best for a well-
deserved retirement.

RECOGNIZING THE ARTISTIC
TALENTS OF TYRON MORRISON

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the tremendous artistic ability of a
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young man from my Congressional District,
Tyron Morrison of Woodland Hills High
School. Tyron is the winner in the 2004 14th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania’s High
School Art Competition, “An Artistic Dis-
covery.”

Tyron’s piece, entitled, “T.L.,” is an impres-
sive portrait in acrylic paint of a young man’s
face, with a strong use of highlight and shad-
ow.

Tyron’s artwork was selected from a number
of outstanding entries to this year's competi-
tion. | am certain that his family is proud of her
artistic talents as well as this accomplishment.

It gives me great pride and pleasure that
Tyron’s painting will be representing the 14th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania in the
national exhibit of high school students’ art-
work that will be set up in the United States
Capitol in the coming weeks. The winners of
the Congressional Art Competitions held in
each Congressional District will be displayed
in that exhibit.

| encourage my colleagues as well as any
visitor to Capitol Hill to view Tyron’s artwork,
along with all of the other winning artwork that
will be on display throughout the next year. It
is truly amazing to walk through this corridor
and see the interpretation of life through the
eyes of these young artists from all across our
country.

| would also like to recognize all the other
participants in this year's 14th Congressional
District High School Art Competition, “An Ar-
tistic Discovery.” | would like to thank these vi-
brant young artists for allowing us to share
and celebrate their talents, imagination, and
creativity. The efforts of these students in ex-
pressing themselves in a powerful and positive
manner are no less than spectacular.

| hope that all of these individuals continue
to utilize their artistic talents, and | wish them
all the best of luck in their future endeavors.

——————

FALLEN HEROS

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA CUBIN

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Marine Private First Class Chance
Phelps.

PFC Phelps, who spent much of his youth
in Dubois, Wyoming, died in service to his
country near Baghdad on April 9, 2004, Good
Friday.

Chance, just 19, had been in Iraq for a
month as part of the 1st Marine Division,
based at Twentynine Palms, California. He
volunteered for the mission during which he
was fatally wounded, serving as a machine
gunner on an escort vehicle for an Army con-
voy from the Syrian border to Baghdad.
Chance demonstrated incredible valor and
courage and will appropriately be awarded the
Purple Heart.

As his mother, Gretchen Mack, noted,
Chance didn’t have to be a Marine, he wanted
to be a Marine. After the terrorist attacks of
September 11, his greatest desire was to
serve his country and fight to preserve Amer-
ica’s freedom and liberty. He did it. Both his
father, John Phelps, and his mother are firm in
their conviction that he willingly made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in defense of his country.
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Like many Wyoming children, Chance spent
time hunting, fishing and working cows at a
friend’s ranch. A true All-American boy, he
was a star football player who made friends
easily. He leaves behind a large, loving family
and many friends who will miss him dearly.

The way people felt about Chance was
clear at his funeral service in Dubois. Hun-
dreds of people lined the main street, young
and old, each person holding aloft an Amer-
ican flag as Chance was carried to his final
resting place in a horse-drawn carriage. It was
a spontaneous demonstration of the love and
admiration Chance inspired in anyone he met,
and a testament to the sense of loss, and un-
dying love of our country, that we all feel now
that he’s gone.

Chance will be sorely missed, but he will
forever remain a hero in the hearts of the peo-
ple of Wyoming.

————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN KLINE

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, on this Memorial
Day we honor the sacrifices of a new genera-
tion of heroes who gave their lives unselfishly
for the safety and security of our Nation and
our world.

Private Jim Hergott is one of these brave
young Americans who made the ultimate sac-
rifice in pursuit of democracy, freedom, and
liberty.

Last July, Private Jim Hergott became the
first Minnesotan killed in action in Iraq. A grad-
uate of Shakopee High School, Private
Hergott was struck by a sniper while guarding
the National Building Museum in Baghdad.

Private Hergott has set an example of serv-
ice to which few will be called and for which
all are grateful. Jim Hergott will be missed, but
his contributions endure.

We enjoy the blessings of living in America
as a result of men and women throughout our
Nation’s history who toiled, sacrificed, and
struggled to ensure we would have an unpar-
alleled quality of life.

These blessings remain with us today as a
result of the men and women who continue to
toil, struggle, and sacrifice on our behalf.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Private
Hergott and all of the fallen heroes of this gen-
eration and those who came before. | ask you
to join me in honoring Private Hergott and re-
membering his fellow heroes to whom we owe
so much.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Mr. Billie L. Miller for his
dedication to his country and exemplary serv-
ice during World War II. | commend Mr. Miller
for his commitment to liberty and justice and
for his dutiful service in carrying freedom to
the world.
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World War Il is filled with stories of heroism,
selflessness, patriotism and a relentless desire
to secure a peaceful and prosperous future for
the United States of America and the inter-
national community. Brave men left their ordi-
nary lives in order to serve a cause greater
than themselves. Mr. Miller was among those
great men to take up the call of service and
sacrifice.

A man of courage, Mr. Miller served in the
92nd Bombardment Group as a stealth gunner
on a B-17 bomber and participated in numer-
ous flying military missions. As a prisoner of
war, captured by the enemy, he was forced to
trudge alongside his American comrades dur-
ing an 86 day, 488 mile march from Gross
Tychon, Poland to Halle, Germany. A true
guardian of freedom, Mr. Miller kept his mo-
rale high and persevered, earning several
honorary medals and helping America achieve
greatness.

| am often reminded that our country has
been blessed with great people and leaders;
Americans who rose to the challenge when
their country was in need. | take great pride in
representing a district with so many heroes.

In June of this year, the Slippery Rock Area
High School of Pennsylvania’s 3rd Congres-
sional District will honor Mr. Miller for his serv-
ice and bravery during World War II.

Mr. Speaker, | hope my colleagues will join
me in honoring Mr. Miller for his dedicated
service to our country. The spirit of his sac-
rifice lives on in the strength of the United
States of America.

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, today we honor
those men and women who have fought and
died for the cause of freedom. The cost of
freedom is not small, and throughout history
our nation has risen to accept this mortal cost
so that our fellow citizens of the world could
be free.

This generation of Americans, like the gen-
erations before, has been called on to serve
our great nation with honor, upholding our
ideals for people at home and around the
world. We are in debt to our brave men and
women in uniform who have heeded the call
to service in conflicts around the world
throughout history, most recently in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Today on the floor of the people’s House,
we pause to offer a special tribute to those
who have paid the ultimate sacrifice on behalf
of our nation. Our brave men and women in
uniform selflessly sacrifice their own tomor-
rows so that we may live in freedom. Their
families, and especially their children, make
sacrifices for us too. As these children grow
into young men and women, we need to re-
mind them that their sacrifices and the sac-
rifices of their parents were not made in vain.
We must remind them that as the Bible says,
“in the path of righteousness there is life,
[and] in walking its path there is no death”.
Most important, we need to remind them that
they are the inspiration for their parents’ sac-
rifices; that their parents sacrifice so that they
and their children and grandchildren may
know the blessings of liberty.
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The citizens of the 16th District of Texas
have volunteered to preserve freedom at
home and abroad throughout our nation’s con-
flicts. We, in El Paso, intimately know and un-
derstand the sacrifices that are made by
troops and their families in times of war. We
are used to seeing our soldiers leave and re-
turn, as El Paso’s own Patriot battalions based
at Fort Bliss are some of the most frequently
deployed units in the country. The soldiers,
who call Fort Bliss home, even if only for a
brief time, are our neighbors, our friends, and
our family.

Last year, the people of El Paso gathered
together in prayer for the safe and swift return
of members of the 507th Maintenance Com-
pany who were ambushed by Iragi forces out-
side of Al Nasirriyah. The memories of those
who were lost were not forgotten in the midst
of the joy of welcoming many of them home.
They will forever be sons and daughters of El
Paso.

As a veteran of the Vietnam War, | know
what it feels like to put on the uniform of the
United States and leave my family and friends
for an uncertain future in an uncertain place to
defend the ideals of our nation. | was one of
the lucky ones who returned home. We owe
much to those who are not so lucky—to them
and their families, we owe our deepest grati-
tude for their sacrifices.

Today, | give a solemn but proud salute to
the men and women from El Paso and Fort
Bliss who have lost their lives in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom. These fallen heroes
will rest with their comrades from around our
nation who paid the ultimate price for freedom.
They will forever be honored with our sincere
gratitude and respect.

IN HONOR OF TOM REEFE

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor and pleasure that | am able to rise
today to recognize Tom Reefe, the Executive
Director of Leadership Santa Cruz County.
Tom has held the position of Executive Direc-
tor for twelve years, and will retire this coming
June.

Leadership Santa Cruz County, an organi-
zation that promotes civic participation of
emerging community, political and business
leaders, has grown tremendously under the tu-
telage of Tom. He has, for the past twelve
years, dedicated a tremendous amount of
strength and energy into this noble endeavor.

More than 500 people, including some of
my staff, have graduated from Tom’s program
during his tenure as Executive Director. These
graduates come from all walks of life, yet they
came to Tom for a common reason: they had
a desire to approach the problems, issues,
and needs facing our community in a matter of
fact and head-on manner.

Indeed, Santa Cruz has benefited greatly
from Tom’s contributions. His dedication, dy-
namism and spiritedness have rubbed off onto
everyone who has the opportunity to work with
him. Our central coast community is truly in-
debted to Tom Reefe.
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IN HONOR OF CAMERON McLEOD
AND JOAN SEGERSTROM

HON. DOUG OSE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Cameron McLeod and Joan Segerstrom for
being chosen as the Fair Oaks Team Teach-
ers of the Year.

Cameron and Joan provide an enriching
and exciting sixth grade program for the stu-
dents of LeGette Elementary School. They
collaborate on their instructional program so
all students receive a consistent, standards-
based, academic opportunity. Along with high
academic expectations, Cameron and Joan
have high expectations of behavior. They
teach students ethical, responsible behavior in
a sensitive and caring manner. Cameron and
Joan’s talents lay in bringing out the best in 11
and 12 year olds. They achieve this by hon-
oring and respecting students and providing
opportunities for them to reflect on their own
goals and behavior.

Cameron and Joan have worked tirelessly
as a team to provide quality educational and
social experiences on and off campus. They
reach beyond the classroom to excite students
toward achievement. Their outdoor environ-
mental programs are the highlight of the
school year: An overnight trip to Camp
Winthers and the Northstar Ropes Course and
a 5-day trip to Point Bonita at the mouth of the
Golden Gate Bridge, provide opportunities for
new curricular learning and places to practice
the team spirit, pride and ethical behavior that
Cameron and Joan instill in each student.

Motivating students to succeed is foremost
in their program. They tailor their lessons to
the learning needs of their students to make
the most of their abilities. Cameron and Joan
have had such an impact throughout the
years, often their former students return to
thank them for the influence they made on
their lives.

| am honored to recognize a dedicated team
whose efforts have had a profound effect on
the students they teach. Please join me in
congratulating Cameron MclLeod and Joan
Segerstrom for being named the 2004 Fair
Oaks Team Teachers of the Year.

————

IN HONOR OF THE 395TH
ORDNANCE COMPANY

HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it is
my privilege to recognize before this House
the brave men and women of the 395th Ord-
nance Company who last week returned home
after serving 10 months in Afghanistan. These
soldiers played a critical role in the war on ter-
ror, and stand as a shining example of patriot-
ism and commitment to all Americans.

In the face of reat peril and threat, the men
and women of the Appleton, Wisconsin-based
395th moved essential ammunition and sup-
plies to the battlefield for their comrades. They
played a vital role in securing peace and sta-
bility in a nation once dominated by terror and
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oppression, and their efforts have helped
nourish the seeds of democracy in Afghani-
stan.

Mr. Speaker, when future generations of
Americans look back on the conflicts in the
Middle East, they will certainly remember the
service and sacrifice of the 395th. And today,
| am thankful that they are home safely with
us once again. On behalf of the citizens of
Wisconsin’s Eighth Congressional District, and
a grateful nation, it is my honor to recognize
these courageous individuals.

———————

TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR
EMERITUS ARTHUR C. TURNER

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to University of California at River-
side Professor Emeritus Arthur Campbell
Turner in conjunction with the Citizen’s Univer-
sity Committee Banquet being held in his
honor on June 3, 2004.

Professor Turner himself explained best his
role in the creation of the University of Cali-
fornia at Riverside (UCR), in a quote to the
local newspaper, the Press Enterprise, in
1988: “I was here before the beginning. | am
one of the reasons there was a beginning.”
No truer statement could be given. Indeed,
Professor Turner stands as one of the original
eight founding faculty members in 1954 when
the California State Legislature deemed that
the Citrus Experiment Station in Riverside
should become a new campus of the Univer-
sity of California system.

In 1953 professor Turner was recruited from
the University of Toronto by founding Provost
Gordon Watkins as Chairman of the Division
of Social Sciences and Associate Professor of
Political Science. As Chairman, Professor
Turner appointed about one-quarter of the
founding faculty of the College of Letters and
Sciences at UCR. In 1958, Dr. Turner became
a full Professor. He remained as Chairman
until 1961 and was Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Political Sciences until 1966. As if that
is not enough, Professor Turner proceeded to
be appointed as associate dean of University
of California’s Graduate Division, Southern
Section, and as such was instrumental in the
formation of a graduate division at UCR in
1961.

Dr. Turner, professor of Political Science,
was born and raised in Glasgow, Scotland. He
received his undergraduate degree in History
from the University of Glasgow, graduate de-
gree in History at Oxford (Queens College),
and Ph.D. from the University of California at
Berkley. While at Berkeley he met and married
Netty, a graduate student. Following his Ph.D.,
Dr. Turner joined the faculty of the University
of Toronto.

His educational career at UCR also includes
his membership on the Editorial Committee of
the University of California Press from 1959—
65 and 1980-83, and Chairman of the Com-
mittee from 1962-65. Professor Turner has
published extensively on British affairs, inter-
national relations and the Middle East. Not
surprisingly, he has been named in Who's
Who in America for the past thirty years. Pro-
fessor Turner retired in 1988.
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Mr. Speaker, Professor Turner has given
back to his community four-fold. His vivid
memories of the early days of UCR, the joys
of building a new university, seeing it grow
and become a formidable institution, and re-
cruiting faculty members, some of who are still
on the faculty, serve to give us a foundation
by which we may judge the progress of our
community and future generations.

Professor Turner has been and continues to
be a shining example of a person with passion
and principles, who has strived to improve the
cultural and political direction of our nation.
We have a vast system of public higher edu-
cation in this country; a network of great state
universities and colleges. Today we enjoy aca-
demic excellence in America as it is enjoyed
nowhere else in the world. Professor Turner is
one of those responsible for that part of Amer-
ica’s incredible educational experiment known
as UCR.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, today, Congress
comes together to honor those veterans who
selflessly made the ultimate sacrifice for our
country. More than 42 million people have
served the United States in war, and more
than 1 million have died in battle or service.
This moment of silence is a tribute to them,
but does not fully express our gratitude for
their bravery and sacrifices.

Next weekend, the National World War ||
Memorial will officially open. More than 16 mil-
lion Americans served in the Armed Forces
during World War Il, and more than 400,000
died. The memorial will stand as a reminder of
the commitment, bravery, and sacrifice of
those who died, and those who survived.

At the same time, today, more than 100,000
service members are risking their lives in the
dangerous operations taking place in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, and elsewhere. The daily and vivid
reminders of their courage provide a window
into the sacrifices of the past. These remind-
ers should harden our resolve to work for a
peaceful future in a just world.

Veterans have continuously defended our
democracy and renewed America’s promise
through their efforts. No service to our nation
comes with more peril or is more deserving of
our gratitude. With our silence we pay them
tribute. With our actions we can begin to repay
our debt.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
each year, Memorial Day gives us the oppor-
tunity to honor the brave men and women who
have so selflessly stood in harm’s way to pro-
tect the fundamental freedoms of our great na-
tion. Our soldiers have made so many sac-
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rifices from the Revolutionary War, to the
World Wars, to the modern day engagement
in Irag. All of our military personnel deserve
our utmost respect, gratitude and care. The
great sacrifices that they have made must not
be forgotten.

Army Spc. Kyle A. Griffin of Emerson, New
Jersey, is one such brave soldier whose sac-
rifice we must recognize. He laid down his
very own life for liberty fighting in Iraq this past
year, while defending the very freedoms and
rights Americans enjoy today. He did not die
in vain, but with a very noble mission in
mind—to protect our nation and our citizens
against those who wish to see us fail. We
must always remember the valiant efforts of
Spc. Griffin and continue to pay tribute to all
soldiers who have paid the ultimate price.

In 1868 Major General John A. Logan es-
tablished a “Decoration Day” on May 30 as a
day of remembrance for the dead of the Civil
War. General Logan ordered his posts to
decorate the local cemeteries “with the choic-
est flowers of springtime” to honor the thou-
sands killed during those four terrible years.

General Logan’s original Decoration Day
proclamation called us to honor those who
made the ultimate sacrifice, “We should guard
their graves with sacred vigilance . . . Let no
neglect, no ravages of time, testify to the
present or to the coming generations that we
have forgotten as a people the cost of a free
and undivided republic.”

However, the remembrance and dedication
General Logan meant to preserve through
Decoration Day, seems to have gotten lost
over the many years. A recent Gallup poll
found that just 28% of Americans are able to
explain why we celebrate our modern day
version of Decoration Day—Memorial Day.

We may sometimes take for granted the
many liberties we enjoy in America, but they
have all been earned through the sacrifice
paid by so many of the members of our armed
forces. Many soldiers have died for our liberty
and prosperity. They acted with patriotism and
commitment to their country. We owe them a
huge debt of gratitude.

| urge you to take this charge to heart and
honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice
for our country by stopping what you are doing
at 3:00 p.m. on Memorial Day to participate in
the National Moment of Remembrance. Con-
sider what the world might look like if not for
the service of generations of Americans in uni-
form. Take a moment to remember those who
gave their lives, so that you may have free-
dom. But, don’t just stop there.

Take time throughout the rest of the year to
reach out to the members of our armed serv-
ices who are fighting freedom’s newest en-
emies. While we take this day to honor those
who have given so much for our freedom in
the past, our thoughts should also be drawn
on a daily basis to the brave men and women
of our armed services who are fighting for the
cause of freedom and democracy around the
globe today. Tell them that the citizens of our
state and nation are grateful for their service,
and thank them and their families for the daily
sacrifices that allow them to serve.

We must always remember our fallen sol-
diers, our veterans and our military currently
serving as we celebrate Memorial Day. They
deserve the highest praise of all.
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IN HONOR OF RICHARD BEDAL

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Richard W. Bedal, a dedicated member
of the Santa Cruz community, upon his retire-
ment. Beginning his commitment to public
service in 1970 as a Legal Clerk in the Supe-
rior Court Clerk’s Office, Mr. Bedal has contin-
ued to serve the county of Santa Cruz for over
30 years. Mr. Bedal will be enjoying his retire-
ment in the company of his family and wife,
Martha.

In 1975, Mr. Bedal became a Judge Pro
Tem in the Small Claims and Traffic Court be-
fore accepting the position of Assistant County
Clerk in 1976. After spending 6 years super-
vising the Superior Court Clerk’s Office, Mr.
Bedal was elected in 1982 and then re-elected
in 1986 and 1990 to the position of County
Clerk-Recorder for the County of Santa Cruz.
His public service took a new turn in 1994
when he was elected to the consolidated of-
fice of County Clerk-Recorder and Treasurer-
Tax Collector, continuing to serve in this office
until his retirement this year. Though a well
deserved retirement, Mr. Bedal's long dedica-
tion to the county of Santa Cruz will be
missed.

In addition to serving the county of Santa
Cruz, Mr. Bedal also has been the President
of the California Association of County-Treas-
urers-Tax Collectors, President of the Boys
and Girls Club of Santa Cruz, President of the
County Recorders’ Association of California,
and President of the Santa Cruz County Em-
ployee’s Credit Union throughout his many
years of service to his community. An avid
biker, Mr. Bedal has also completed the Cali-
fornia AIDS ride from San Francisco to Los
Angeles and once even biked from Santa
Cruz to Santa Barbara to visit his daughter.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to recognize Mr. Rich-
ard W. Bedal’s accomplishments and contribu-
tions to our community. | am immensely grate-
ful for his dedication and | wish him the best
of luck in his future endeavors.

——————

IN HONOR OF SYBILLE IRWIN

HON. DOUG OSE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
an exceptional teacher at Bella Vista High
School, in Fair Oaks, California. Sybille Irwin,
after 32 years of dedicated service, has been
chosen as the Fair Oaks Teacher of the Year.

Sybille Irwin is a German teacher who has
single-handedly managed the German Pro-
gram at Bella Vista High School. All German
classes, German 1 through Honors German 5
are taught by Ms. Irwin. Her classes are rig-
orous and her standards are high. At the
same time, she creates a classroom atmos-
phere of friendliness and fun. Over the years,
her creativity, her organization and her pas-
sion for the language have resulted in many
cultural events including the annual Oktober-
fest celebration for the entire Fair Oaks com-
munity. She has organized trips to Germany
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for her students as well as invited German
students to spend the year in Fair Oaks.
Sybille is advisor of two clubs and opens her
classroom and her heart to students who need
help.

Her colleagues and students consider
Sybille as the ultimate professional educator.
She is always willing to take on challenges
and risks to help the school and her students.
She is always willing to “wear another hat”
when needed. She has been the WASC
(School Accreditation) Coordinator, a Depart-
ment Chair, a master teacher for student
teachers and a district Site Leader. Addition-
ally, when staffing needs dictated, she has
taught French and English to help the master
school schedule. She has always encouraged
collaboration with colleagues from all depart-
ments and is consistently on the cutting edge
of new techniques in teaching. For example,
she was responsible for the initial introduction
of portfolios and rubrics in the Bella Vista For-
eign Language department before they be-
came routine.

| am honored to recognize an individual who
has committed her life to the enhancement,
enrichment and education of our youth.
Through her efforts, her professional expertise
and her striking and energetic personality,
Bella Vista has managed to maintain a thriving
German program of which we are very proud.
Please join me in congratulating Sybille Irwin
for being named the 2004 Fair Oaks Teacher
of the Year.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
today | join my fellow colleagues in recog-
nizing the extraordinary contributions of our
men and women in uniform who have lost
their lives while serving in Irag and Afghani-
stan.

As Memorial Day approaches, Americans
are reminded of the sacrifices made by all our
military service members. These courageous
individuals spread the seeds of democracy to
oppressed nations around the globe, helping
protect and preserve the freedoms we all
cherish. There’s no question, our world is a
safer place today because of their valiant ef-
forts.

Today, another generation of American
service members is fighting for peace and sta-
bility in the Middle East. Although they have
seen great peril, these individuals, like their
predecessors, continue to root out evil and ter-
ror wherever it hides. They bring honor and
dignity to their mission, and they continue to
make all Americans proud.

Mr. Speaker, many Americans have lost
their lives in Irag and Afghanistan—some of
which were my constituents—Private First
Class Nichole Frye, Staff Sergeant Warren
Hansen, Private First Class Ryan Jerabek and
Corporal Jesse Thiry. Their sacrifice is a stern
reminder to us all that peace comes at a
heavy price, and America will not soon forget
their contributions to freedom. It is with solemn
honor that |, along with the citizens of Wiscon-
sin’s 8th Congressional District, recognize
today the efforts of our fallen warriors.
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TRIBUTE TO ARTHUR L.
LITTLEWORTH

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to one of our Nation’s and Califor-
nia’s eminent civic leaders and authority on
water law. On May 27th, Arthur L. Littleworth
was presented with the Frank Miller Civic
Achievement Award for his contributions to the
community. This annual award, given by the
Mission Inn Foundation in Riverside, Cali-
fornia, is a small step towards recognizing the
enormous contributions by Art for his commu-
nity, state and Nation.

Art Littleworth has always done the work of
four men. His civic and professional engage-
ments cannot help but serve as model to us
all and include: senior partner at the law firm
Best Best & Krieger, respected expert in water
law, former board president of the Riverside
Unified School District—playing a leading role
in steering the district into voluntary integration
of the schools in the mid—1960s, member of
the task force that examined Riverside Police
Department’s use-of-force rules after the 1998
Tyisha Miller shooting, and first board presi-
dent of the foundation that is honoring him. A
dedicated leader, Art has willingly and unself-
ishly given of his time and talent to make our
community and Nation a better place to live
and work.

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Art went to
Yale University on a full scholarship earning a
Bachelor of Arts with Honors in American His-
tory. He later entered the U.S. Navy and saw
battle in the Pacific during the final months of
World War Il. Returning home he proceeded
to earn a Masters in American History from
Stanford University and J.D. from Yale Law
School in 1950. That same year he joined
Best Best & Krieger.

Art soon found himself representing a local
group of ranchers in a federal case regarding
Santa Margarita River water in 1958. The
case would be in court for five years and have
Art emerge as an expert on water law. His ex-
pertise grew to a point that the United States
Supreme Court appointed him “Special Mas-
ter,” in 1987, in a water rights case between
the States of Kansas and Colorado involving
the Arkansas River. The Supreme Court
unanimously approved his first major finding in
this case which became precedent setting in
determining damages and awarding prejudg-
ment interest approved by Court, 533 U.S. 1.
The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear his
most recent ruling in this case this fall.

On the hometown front, Art's reputation also
continued to grow as he served on the River-
side Unified School Board from 1958 to 1972,
the last 10 years as its president. As presi-
dent, Art Littleworth played a leading role in
overseeing the voluntary desegregation of the
district’s elementary and middle schools. The
feat made Riverside Unified School District the
first large school district in the Nation to volun-
tarily integrate its white and black school chil-
dren populations and brought the community
together as one.

In 1976, Art took the helm as founding
President of the Mission Inn Foundation to
help the City of Riverside take over the bank-
rupt hotel and revive it to its historical beauty.
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The foundation was able to improve the hotel
to the point where it was able to be sold to a
hotel developer a few years later. It now
stands as a testament to the City of
Riverside’s progress and growth as a city.

Mr. Speaker, Art’s tireless passion for water
law and vital social issues has and will con-
tinue to contribute immensely to the better-
ment of the community of Riverside, the state
of California and our Nation. | know that many
community and national leaders are grateful
for his service and salute him for his accept-
ance of the Frank Miller Civic Achievement
Award—a fitting token of our appreciation and
esteem.

————

RECOGNITION OF BENJAMIN F.
WILSON AS THE IMMEDIATE
PAST CHAIRMAN OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA BOARD OF
ELECTIONS AND ETHICS

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, longtime resi-
dent of the District of Columbia Benjamin F.
Wilson is the immediate past chairman of the
District of Columbia Board of Elections and
Ethics who served as a member of the Board
since June 29, 1990 and as its Chairman from
October 1, 1991 until May 24, 2004 having
been appointed by three different Mayors of
the District of Columbia.

The District of Columbia Board of Elections
and Ethics, a Charter independent agency,
comprised of a three-member Board who are
unpaid volunteers charged to carry out the
agency’s mission. The mission of the Board is
to enfranchise eligible residents, conduct elec-
tions, and assure the integrity of the electoral
process.

Since the Board’s inception in 1955, he is
the first chairman to serve continuously for a
period of fourteen years without interruption in
his service providing exceptional public service
to the citizens of the District of Columbia. He
is the longest serving Chairman of the Board
in its 49 year history.

Mr. Wilson is to be commended for leading
the Board while it carried out its mission of ad-
ministering the electoral process which re-
quires wisdom, courage, and the desire to re-
main focused on its vision of conducting free
and impartial elections conducted in a fair, effi-
cient, and accurate manner.

He has maintained the highest level of in-
tegrity in performing the duties of the Board
displaying courage and stamina while pro-
tecting the public’s interest from manipulation
for personal or partisan gain respecting the
rights of all and maintaining the highest level
of integrity.

He has taken to heart the Board’s mandate
to administer an impartial electoral process for
the citizens of the District of Columbia both in
the conduct of elections and his commitment
to assuring the integrity of our election system
in the Board’s role as the gatekeepers of De-
mocracy.

Mr. Wilson has been at the forefront of the
core of the Board’s mission which is voter
education, registration, and electoral advance-
ment in the areas of support and technology.
He has served on the Board while addressing
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issues such as the right of homeless individ-
uals to gain and maintain access to the fran-
chise, developing the process for compliance
with the National Voter Registration Act, Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, the support of the right of college stu-
dents to register and vote, and the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act.

During his long tenure on the Board, he has
led the expansion of voting precincts to pro-
vide greater voter accessibility for disabled
and elderly voters leading the District of Co-
lumbia to be the first major jurisdiction in the
United States to provide dual voting systems
in the polling place allowing blind and other
disabled voters to vote in privacy and secrecy
without assistance.

He has also led the Office of Campaign Fi-
nance to successfully revive and stabilize pro-
grams which were formerly dormant and ad-
dressed a backlog of cases that existed at the
time of his first appointment as Chairman re-
garding investigative matters.

He has insisted on education for voters,
candidates, and the public at-large regarding
campaign finance and conflict of interest laws
and on imposing and collecting fines to en-
force the ethics laws in the District of Colum-
bia.

Mr. Wilson has done outstanding work at
the District of Columbia Board of Elections
and Ethics, sometimes under trying conditions.
For example, the Board conducted a flawless
election with new voting machines that had
never been used before when the two leading
candidates for Mayor of the city were write-in
candidates. He successfully led the Board and
its staff during an extremely difficult period.

In addition to his service on the District of
Columbia Board of Elections and Ethics, Mr.
Wilson has actively served the community by
serving as the former Chairman of the Board
of Directors of Healthy Babies, Incorporated;
former Co-Chairman of the Washington Law-
yers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under the
Law; former Chairman of the Board of the
Dwight Mosley Foundation; and former Chair-
man of the Advisory Board of WAMU public
radio.

| commend Mr. Wilson for his volunteer pub-
lic service to the citizens of the District of Co-
lumbia.

———

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF
MICAELA CONNERY

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2003

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the extraordinary dedi-
cation of a young woman from West Hartford,
Micaela Connery, who has been awarded the
2004 Prudential Spirit of the Community
Award. This award program was created five
years ago and is part of a broad initiative by
Prudential to encourage young people to be-
come involved in community service. This
year’s honorees received national recognition,
a $1,000 cash award, and an engraved silver
medallion.

Among the 20,000 applicants, Micaela is
one of only 104 students who received the
Prudential Spirit of the Community Award for
her acts of volunteerism. As a sophomore at
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Conard High School, Micaela was inspired by
her cousin with special needs and single-
handedly created a program that showcases
the talents of students with and without special
needs in theatrical performances. The first
production of Micaela’s Unified Theater, con-
sisting of 20 students, half with special needs
and half without, raised over $500 in dona-
tions. The success of Micaela’s hard work has
spread throughout Connecticut and lead to the
formation of Unified Theater, Inc. which pro-
vides start-up assistance to other schools.

Micaela demonstrates the highest level of
compassion, dedication and achievement
among the youth today. As a young adult, she
already understands the positive nature of
community as she describes through her work
in the program, “every member is an equal.
Every member works together in equal col-
laboration. What makes Unified Theater dif-
ferent is that we see ability where others see
disability.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in thanking and honoring Miss
Micaela Connery for her inspiration and dedi-
cation to the West Hartford Community.

—

THANKING THE STUDENTS OF AL-
COTT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR
SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS

HON. RANDY “DUKE” CUNNINGHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my gratitude to three class-
rooms at Alcott Elementary School in San
Diego: Mrs. Dee Murphy’s class in Room B-—
4, Ms. Natalie Crain’s class in Room 9, and
Ms. Cindy Weiss’ class in Room 20. All of the
children in these three classes sent letters of
support to my District Director, Nathan Fletch-
er, who is a Marine Corps reservist currently
deployed in Iraq.

The students’ letters included words of sup-
port, and reminders of San Diego for Nathan
and his unit who are deployed out of Camp
Pendleton. Their letters included funny jokes,
anecdotes about the students’ families and
pets, praise for our armed forces for their ef-
forts to keep America safe, and thanks for
their work to liberate the children and people
of Iraq.

Mrs. Murphy’s class also sent “Flat Stanley”
to visit with Nathan in Iraq. In the book, Flat
Stanley, by Jeff Brown, Stanley is squashed
flat by a falling bulletin board. One of the
many advantages is that Flat Stanley can now
visit his friends by traveling in an envelope.
Flat Stanley has joined Nathan on patrols, and
has sent pictures back to Mrs. Murphy’s class
from his many adventures. The students also
sent books and newspapers, and some small
snhacks and treats.

| am so proud and appreciative of the stu-
dents from Alcott Elementary. Their simple act
of sending a letter has lifted the spirits of Na-
than’s Unit. In the midst of many long monoto-
nous days, while our troops are missing their
families and loved ones at home, these letters
reminded our marines from Camp Pendleton
of the wonderful things that wait for them
when they arrive back home. At the same
time, the students are learning about events in
the world. | also hope that this exchange will
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help the students to better understand how
very fortunate they are to live in America.
Many of the children in Iraq have no shoes,
and poor medical care (if any). There isn’t
enough room for everyone to attend schools,
so often the girls go to school in the morning
and the boys go to school in the afternoon.
Through their interaction with Nathan, the stu-
dents of Alcott Elementary are catching a
glimpse of the lives of a handful of Iraqi chil-
dren.

| ask my colleagues to join me in thanking
the students of Alcott Elementary for their sup-
port of our troops. Their letters and gifts have
helped to remind our troops that America
stands firmly behind them and anxiously
awaits their safe return home.

————

HONORING LANCE CORPORAL
JAMES A. CASPER

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, throughout
our history, when our country called, millions
of American men and women have made the
ultimate sacrifice so that our Nation could
enjoy peace and prosperity. From Bunker Hill
to Baghdad, many of America’s best and
brightest have paid the price of our freedom
with their lives, leaving behind their friends,
their families and their futures.

Recently, the Fifth Congressional District of
Texas lost one of our best. Lance Corporal
James A. Casper of Coolidge, Texas, was a
twenty-year-old Marine assigned to 2nd Bat-
talion, 11th Marines, 1st Division, who lost his
life near Al Asad, Iraq, while serving his coun-
try in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Lance Corporal Casper served this country
well, as did the other brave men and women
who have lost their lives in Irag, helping to
fight our enemies far away in order to prevent
them from attacking us again here at home.
Undoubtedly, it is through their sacrifice that
future generations of Americans and others
will enjoy freedom from terror.

As our families and friends gather together
this Memorial Day to enjoy barbeques and
baseball games, let us not forget the solemn
purpose for this national day of remembrance.

Freedom is not free—it comes at an incred-
ible cost. Today, let us show our deep appre-
ciation for those who fought for our freedom
and let us honor those, like Lance Corporal
Casper, who died defending it. Let us com-
mend their courage, their patriotism, their
service and their sacrifice.

In the words of President Ronald Reagan,
“We will always remember. We will always be
proud. We will always be prepared, so we
may always be free.”

IN HONOR OF M.R.C. GREENWOOD

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 1, 2004
Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of both

Members representing Santa Cruz County,
California, myself and Representative ANNA G.
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ESHOO, | rise today to honor M.R.C. Green-
wood, former Chancellor of the University of
California, Santa Cruz, and a dedicated mem-
ber of the Santa Cruz community. Ms. Green-
wood has recently left her position at UCSC to
become Provost and Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs for the University of California. |
rise today to honor her contributions both to
UCSC and to the community of Santa Cruz
County.

As soon as she stepped foot on the UCSC
campus in June of 1996, Ms. Greenwood
began revolutionizing the institution. During
her tenure, she was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Baskin School of Engineering, as
well as two new colleges on campus. As an
accomplished scientist herself, Ms Greenwood
was responsible for the development of many
fine research institutions including the Institute
for Advanced Feminist Research, the STEPS
Institute for Innovation in Environmental Re-
search, the Center for Justice Tolerance, and
Community, and the Center for Ocean Health.
By the end of her tenure, academic programs
had been enhanced and enlarged and grad-
uate and undergraduate enroliment increased
to more than 14,000 students. With the cam-
pus now reaching a regional annual economic
impact of almost $1 billion, her leadership has
proven advantageous not only to the students
at the university, but to the local community as
well.

In addition to her dedication to the campus
and academic life, Ms. Greenwood has also
made important contributions to our local com-
munity. As member of the Board of Directors
of Sutter Hospital, the Second Harvest Food
Bank, and the United Way of Santa Cruz
County, Ms. Greenwood has earned the title
of “Woman of the Year” from the Santa Cruz
Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, Representative ESHOO and |
would like to extend our gratitude to Ms.
Greenwood for her friendship and dedicated
service to the UC-Santa Cruz community. Her
leadership has benefited the lives of countless
students and has improved our community be-
yond our greatest expectations. We wish her
the best of luck in her new role with the Uni-
versity and have no doubt that the entire Uni-
versity of California system will continue to
flourish under her guidance.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
May 20, 2004, | was unable to vote on the
Levin Substitute amendment to H.R. 4359, the
Child Care Preservation and Expansion Act
(rolicall 208). Had | been present, | would
have voted “nay.”

Additionally Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, May
20, 2004, | was unable to vote on passage of
H.R. 4359 (rollcall 209). Had | been present,
| would have voted “aye.”
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IN HONOR OF THE GREAT NECK
VIGILANT FIRE COMPANY

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Great Neck Vigilant Fire Com-
pany. On June 6th, a parade will be held in
honor of the 100th Anniversary of the founding
of this extraordinary organization.

The rich history of sacrifice surrounding this
courageous volunteer organization is a testa-
ment to the spirit that binds our communities
together. Its medical personnel and firefighters
have spent generations caring for their neigh-
bors. At this moment, as many as sixty thou-
sand individuals, including officers of the
Unites States Merchant Marine Academy, de-
pend on these brave fire and rescue volun-
teers to stave off potential disaster.

In their unflinching century of service to the
people of New York, the members of the Vigi-
lant Fire Company have exemplified the re-
markable fortitude and courage America has
come to associate with its firefighters. Self-
lessly volunteering to serve Great Neck and
the surrounding communities, they have saved
countless lives without expectations of reward.

Adaptability and a willingness to be innova-
tive have long been hallmarks of this volunteer
Company. It is often on the cutting edge of
technological improvements in medical serv-
ices and fire-fighting techniques. The Vigilant
Fire Company aided in September 11th dis-
aster relief and knows firsthand the value of
preparedness. Under the leadership of Chief
Conrad Singer, it has once again begun
proactively engaging the community in plan-
ning for the unthinkable.

It is an honor to represent such a collection
of generous individuals. Mr. Speaker, | ask all
my colleagues in the House to join me now in
recognizing this exceptional group of citizens.

———

EXPRESSING THE GRATITUDE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES TO ITS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN, THE HONORABLE
CHARLES W. JOHNSON

SPEECH OF

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, as many have
already stated, and as many more Members
are eager to express, Charlie Johnson’s de-
parture will be a loss to this great institution
we serve, and which Charlie has served so
well for an amazing 40 years.

While a tremendous amount has changed in
this country, and in this House, over the last
40 years, one thing that has remained con-
stant is Charlie’s dedicated service to this
great institution.

Throughout his tenure, Charlie has been a
wise counselor, a trusted confidant, and an
impartial adjudicator who has served both par-
ties without pride or prejudice. He has served
seven Speakers, and he has served each of
them—and each of us—admirably.

For those who don’t readily grasp the signifi-
cance of the role of Parliamentarian, it is the
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Parliamentarian who makes sure that we can
continue to conduct the House’s business
every hour of every day.

Those visiting, or watching at home on C-
Span, may understand the importance of the
House Parliamentarian as Members come and
go from the Speaker’s Chair. When they see
Members in the Chair making procedural deci-
sions, they also see the Parliamentarian’s staff
providing helpful advice on a timely basis.

For those of us who serve in the House, the
Parliamentarian is an absolute lifeline. He'’s
also the occasional judge, father confessor,
and calm in the storm of the House floor as
Members and parties seek to advance their
own interests.

Although it seems that we increasingly can’t
find ourselves in agreement on many things,
too many things for that matter, one thing that
is beyond dispute is that Charlie has em-
bodied the ideal of the civil servant who tire-
lessly has served the interests of the Amer-
ican people.

I, like so many others, am proud to have
served with him.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on April
28, 2004. | would like the record to show that,
had | been present, | would have voted “no”
on rollcall vote 138.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Vote
Number 182 on passage of H.R. 3722, the
Undocumented Alien Emergency Medical As-
sistance Amendments of 2004, | inadvertently
voted “yes” when | fully intended to vote “no.”
The rush of constituent meetings off the floor
at the time of this vote caused confusion re-
sulting in this erroneous vote.

————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, as Me-
morial Day approaches, today | rise to honor
the many men and women who have died in
the service to our great country. Throughout
our nation’s history, men and women have
fought for freedom and democracy; not only
here in the United States, but also around the
world. These people have put themselves in
harm’s way and paid the ultimate sacrifice so
that we can continue to live the lives that we
do.

This year’s anniversary has special meaning
for two reasons. First, our country is again at
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war with members of our armed services de-
ployed to hot zones in Iraq and Afghanistan.
While these two conflicts are challenging, we
are committed to staying the course and as-
sisting the new governments in creating demo-
cratic institutions. Second, the long overdue
World War Il Memorial will finally be dedicated
this Saturday to honor arguably the “greatest
generation” of Americans. This is a fitting trib-
ute to the millions of veterans who served
overseas as well as those civilians who
worked on the home front.

At this time, | would like to make special
mention of a constituent of mine who recently
lost his life in Iraq. Marine Corporal Kevin T.
Kolm of Hicksville died last month while serv-
ing in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Once again, |
would like to offer my deepest sympathies to
Kevin’s family. There is nothing more honor-
able or praiseworthy than serving one’s coun-
try. It is because of brave servicemen like
Kevin Kolm that our country will remain free
and proud.

———

MEMORIAL DAY 2004: HONORING
THE MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR
ARMED FORCES

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, this past
Memorial Day, as we paid tribute to the men
and women who fought and died to preserve
our freedoms in the past, our Nation is at war,
and once again, members of our military are
paying the ultimate sacrifice. This Memorial
Day as we gathered in our towns to pay trib-
utes to the sacrifices of those from past wars,
we also remembered the burdens of the sol-
diers and sailors who followed in their foot-
steps and serve us today.

As in all battles, soldiers and sailors do not
go to war to become heroes. They do not fight
because they enjoy the heat of battle. They do
not die because they do not love life. They go
to war because we, as a Nation, ask them to
go and because they are honorable. They go
because they believe deeply in the cause of
freedom, and they understand the evils of ter-
rorism and the threats it presents to our inde-
pendence. They die because their lives are
taken from them on battlefields. Nevertheless,
the loss of even one life weighs heavily on my
heart and the heart of every American.

Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom have once again brought our young
men and women to the front lines of battle.
And, as in the past, at the core of America’s
military are the same type of men and women,
who like their ancestors, have answered the
call to arms. And like you, they will draw
strength from those who served before them.
On D-Day, General Dwight Eisenhower spoke
to the troops and said, “You are about to em-
bark upon the great crusade toward which we
have striven these many months. The eyes of
the world are upon you. . . . | have full con-
fidence in your courage, devotion to duty and
skill in battle.” These same words are as true
today as they were on June 6, 1944.

This Memorial Day, as in the past, we gath-
ered in cemeteries and in parks across Amer-
ica. In Washington, D.C., we dedicated the
long overdue World War I Memorial. We read
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markers and inscriptions that pay honor to our
brave patriots. But, the living commemoration
for them is not etched in stone on walls or
tombstones but in the hearts of free men and
women.

To the men and women who have served
our nation so well, thank you for all that you
have done for our country, continue to do to
rekindle the memories of those who are no
longer with us, and the support you give to
those who carry the burden this day.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on rollcall Nos. 147,148,149, 150, 151, and
152, on May 6, 2004, | was unable to cast my
vote because | was attending my son’s com-
missioning as a Second Lieutenant in the
Army National Guard as well as his graduation
at Clemson University.

Had | been present, | would have voted the
following:

Rollcall 147, Ordering the Previous Question
on Providing for Consideration on Deploring
the Abuse of Persons in United States Cus-
tody in Iraq, | would have voted “aye.”

Rollcall 148, the Motion to Instruct Con-
ferees to authorize appropriations for the
Coast Guard for Fiscal Year 2004, to amend
various laws administered by the Coast
Guard, and for other purposes, | would have
voted “aye.”

Rollcall 149, the Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree on Expressing the sense of
the House of Representatives regarding the
urgent need for freedom, democratic reform,
and international monitoring of elections,
human rights, and religious liberty in the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, | would have
voted “aye.”

Rollcall 150, on Agreeing to the Resolution
on Deploring the Abuse of Persons in United
States Custody in Iraq, | would have voted
“aye.”

Rollcall 151, the Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree on Expressing the Sense of
Congress regarding the arbitrary detention of
Dr. Wang Bingzhang by the Government of
the People’s Republic of China and urging his
immediate release, | would have voted “aye.”

Rollcall 152, the Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree on Expressing the Concern
of Congress over Iran’s development of the
means to produce nuclear weapons, | would
have voted “aye.”

———————

RETIREMENT OF BUDDY AND PAT
DEAS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to rise today to recognize
the retirement of Buddy and Pat Deas. For
over 35 years, Buddy taught students of all
ages, and his wife Pat was by his side in the
classroom during much of that time.
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| had the great privilege of learning from Mr.
Deas in my high school agriculture class. As
a teacher, Mr. Deas always believed in “focus-
ing on the student rather than the subject
being taught,” and that “while the subject mat-
ter is important, it is often the media through
which we can teach those larger lessons of
life.” Buddy Deas emphasized the civic duties
each of us has to our nation, and why it is im-
portant to always think of ways to help others.

Buddy also influenced me in many areas
other than agriculture. In fact, he taught me
about public speaking and parliamentary pro-
cedure. Without that early influence and
knowledge, it is difficult to imagine where |
would be today. As a mentor, he taught me
how to use these skills; as a friend he taught
me why | should use these skills to work for
other people. Buddy transcended many areas
of education as he coached state champion
public speakers and state champion agri-
culture mechanics teams. He also encouraged
others to take up teaching, and even super-
vised student teachers as they came into their
new profession. Furthermore, he taught me
other life skills that | continue to use today.
Outside of my own parents and God, Buddy
Deas had the single largest influence on me
as a young man.

Mrs. Deas has been recognized on more
than one occasion as an exceptional school
volunteer. She and her husband worked ex-
ceptionally well together, not just as husband
and wife, but also as teachers in the same
classroom. In 1993, Alachua County, Florida,
recognized Mrs. Deas as its Outstanding
School Volunteer of the year. The very same
year, she was named the Outstanding School
Volunteer for the 19—county Crown Region of
the State of Florida. Mrs. Deas was one of 15
school volunteers from around the state recog-
nized at the Commissioner of Education’s Out-
standing School Volunteer Awards Banquet.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | would like to congratulate and
offer my sincere commendation to Buddy and
Pat Deas for reaching out and touching the
lives of thousands of our nation’s young peo-
ple.

———

TRIBUTE TO KATHLEEN HYNEMAN
ELAM

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a remarkable woman, Kathleen
Hyneman Elam, who will turn 90 on June
10th.

After graduation from high school in Corinth,
Mississippi, Kathleen Hyneman moved to
Washington, D.C. to work at the Treasury De-
partment where she became a supervisor.
She also met the love of her life while in
Washington, Thomas French Elam. They were
married in 1945 in Washington and later
moved to Union City, Tennessee.

She and her husband, Colonel Tom, quickly
became stalwarts of the community, encour-
aging businesses to move to the area. They
were instrumental in getting the Goodyear
Company to locate a plant in the area and it
today remains one of the largest employers in
Obion County. Kathleen was right by her hus-
band’s side in this endeavor, always ready to
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entertain prospective business clients at a mo-
ment’s notice.

Mrs. Elam is an active member of the First
Christian Church of Union City. An avid gar-
dener, she served as a member of the City
Beautiful Committee for Union City. Her hus-
band, Tom, died in 1998. During his life, Tom
was a prominent supporter of the University of
Tennessee. He served as a Trustee for the
University as well as chairman of the Athletic
Committee. After his death, Mrs. Elam contin-
ued his legacy of support to the University by
serving on the UT Development Council and
various other committees. Both she and her
husband recognized the importance to West
Tennessee of the University’s campus at Mar-
tin and have made generous donations par-
ticularly in the area of capital improvements.

Mrs. Elam also supports St. Jude Children’s
Hospital, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital,
Freed Hardeman University, Lexington Theo-
logical Seminary, the Masquerade Theatre of
Union City and the Union City High School. As
you can see, her philanthropic endeavors
know no bounds.

One of her latest endeavors has been,
along with Bill and Carol Latimer of Union
City, to provide the building funds for a spec-
tacular new library for Obion County.

While beset with health problems and con-
fined to a wheelchair for the last few years,
Kathleen Elam is still very much involved in
her business endeavors and farming interests
and can be seen almost on a daily basis sur-
veying her concerns. A product of her rural
roots and the great depression, Kathleen Elam
is best known for her quick wit, grace, charm
and unpretentious nature. She is definitely a
shining example of the Greatest Generation,
and a true asset to her community, her state
and her country.

HONORING EDWARD L. WAYTULA
HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to a heroic veteran of World War I, Mr.
Edward L. Waytula, who at age 82 still de-
votes his time and continues to serve our
country, most recently by participating in the
Chicago World War Il Veterans Anthology.

Technical Sergeant Edward L. Waytula
served in the U.S. Army’s Signal Corps with
exceptional ingenuity, bravery and resolve. His
diligence in the field helped keep supply lines
open in the European theatre and throughout
France.

Supplies were delivered to the general
depot where Sergeant Waytula was stationed
but without any precision or method of organi-
zation that could be easily or quickly ex-
tracted, as was so often needed to save
American and Allied lives in the haste of war.

Among the many supplies that arrived at the
depot were urgently needed components of
mobile communications equipment. Under fire
and tremendous pressure to meet time sen-
sitive demands, Sergeant Waytula quickly sift-
ed through the innumerable supplies.

Relying on sound instincts and a little good
luck, he swiftly assembled this equipment vital
to gathering and analysis of strategic intel-
ligence under chain of command of General
George S. Patton.
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This is one story that Sergeant Waytula has
shared with the Chicago World War Il Vet-
erans Anthology and the United States Library
of Congress. Like so many members of “the
greatest generation,” Sergeant Waytula has
rarely spoken of his memories of the war. | am
therefore particularly grateful that he agreed to
recount those experiences and for his efforts
to encourage his fellow veterans to also share
their recollections for the World War Il Vet-
erans Anthology.

As Memorial Day approaches, Mr. Speaker,
and as we prepare to dedicate the National
World War 1l Memorial in Washington, DC, |
am privileged to pay tribute to retired Tech-
nical Sergeant Edward L. Waytula of the
United States Army, one of our Nation’s sur-
viving World War 1l heroes and honored vet-
erans. On behalf of a grateful Nation, we
thank him for his contributions to the Chicago
World War Il Veterans Anthology, and more
important, for his service and commitment to
our Nation and the liberty we enjoy today.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ARLINGTON COM-
MITTEE OF 100

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | congratulate the Arlington
Committee of 100 on its 50th anniversary this
year. With its monthly forums on citizen edu-
cation and discussion of local and regional
public affairs, the committee has helped keep
the citizens of Arlington County informed of
the issues confronting their community.

In 1954 the Arlington Committee of 100 was
formed to help counteract the polarization that
developed throughout the county between the
new arrivals and the established business and
professional people in the community after
World War Il. The founders hoped to improve
the quality and level of communication that ex-
isted between Arlington County’s diverse
commmnities and neighborhoods. In the past,
poor communication had often led to animosity
and misinformation between neighbors. Seek-
ing to turn conflict into constructive discus-
sions, the Arlington Committee of 100 brought
residents together in an atmosphere condu-
cive for them to get to know each other as
people with similar concerns, thoughts and
ideas for Arlington County.

For the past 50 years, the Arlington Com-
mittee of 100 has brought these groups to-
gether for a dinner-forum session preceded by
a social hour to create the right atmosphere
and achieve the goal of thoughtful discussions
of community concerns. The committee has
come together to discuss issues such as the
Arlington County budget, the environment, af-
fordable housing, community safety, public
education, transportation, economic develop-
ment, the death penalty, and the arts. As a cit-
izen education group, these discussions allow
for the free exchange of ideas and discussion
among its members without the committee
ever taking an official position.

Currently, the Arlington Committee of 100
has more than 300 members and is constantly
seeking to broaden its membership to reflect
the ever increasing diversity found in Arlington
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County. Through the committee’s forums peo-
ple are able to share the concerns of their
friends and neighbors and help the county
achieve so many great things due to this di-
versity. The Arlington Committee of 100 has
successfully built bridges across divisive
issues and strengthened a community that
stands ready to deal with the challenges of
today and tomorrow.

| am very pleased to congratulate and com-
mend the Arlington Committee of 100 for its
50 years of outstanding service in providing an
educational forum for Arlington’s residents to
learn about and discuss the local and regional
affairs of their community. | wish the Com-
mittee of 100 many more years of success
and serve to Arlington’s diverse and vibrant
community.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Thursday May 13, 2004, | was unable to be
present for the final two votes of the week,
rolicall vote No. 175 on House Concurrent
Resolution 414 and rollcall vote No. 176 on
House Joint Resolution 91.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on both rollcall No. 175 and No. 176.

| strongly support House Concurrent Reso-
lution 414, which expresses the sense of Con-
gress that all Americans are encouraged to
observe the anniversary of Brown vs. Board of
Education with a commitment to continuing
and building on the legacy of Brown.

| also strongly support House Joint Resolu-
tion 91, which recognizes the 60th anniversary
of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of
1944, legislation which has been of great ben-
efit to the Nation’s men and women of the
Armed Forces.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to offer
a personal explanation. On May 20, | was en
route to my congressional district for official
business during rollcall votes 208 and 209.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yes”
on rollcall vote 208 and “no” on rollcall vote
209.

—————

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BROWN FAMILY FARM IN ORLE-
ANS COUNTY, NY

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the
Brown Family Farm in Waterport, NY, now
know as Orchard Dale Fruit Farms and
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Brown’s Berry Patch. The survival of this fam-
ily farm over two centuries is a remarkable
store of passion and hard work.

In 1804, Elijah and Bathshua Brown bought
a 100-acre farm along the Oak Orchard River,
just south of Lake Ontario, in what is now
Waterport, NY. While moving his family to
their new home, Elijah died, and Bathshua
was left to settle her five sons and seven
daughters in the unbroken wilderness of Up-
state New York. Elijah Jr., planted the first
apple trees in the county, and thus the Brown
Family Farm began.

Bathshua began to build what would be-
come one of the most historic and celebrated
farms in Upstate New York. Years before, dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, the British pillaged
and burned the Browns’ first farm on Fisher Is-
land, CT. During the War of 1812, British war
ships again threatened the Brown family as
they patrolled the shores of Lake Ontario. In a
remarkable coincidence, the very same cap-
tain who had burned the Brown’s first farm
was captured on the shores of Oak Orchard
River and brought to Bathshua, the area’s ma-
triarch, for judgment. She let him go with a
warning never to return.

Leadership of the Brown Family Farm
passed from generation to generation. In
1895, Brown descendants Harry and Pearl
began growing fruit on the farm. At one point,
the family was said to have the largest quince
orchard in the world. In the 1940’s, the family
transitioned out of growing fresh fruit, and
began selling apples, quince, cherries, pears
and plums for processing. Around 1980, Rob-
ert Brown Il and his wife Deborah again
transitioned the farm back into one that pro-
duced fresh fruit for consumption. They plant-
ed strawberries, raspberries, and blueberries
for people to come pick themselves.

Today, under the leadership of Robert Il and
Deborah Brown, and Eric and Margy Brown,
Brown’s Berry Patch is one of the most pop-
ular agritourist destinations in Western New
York, and a highly successful direct marketer
of fresh produce. In 2003, the North American
Farmers Direct Marketing Association Con-
ference chose Brown’s Berry Patch as a Farm
Direct Marketer of the Year Finalist.

Visitors to Brown’s Berry Patch come away
not only with fresh, nutritious produce, but with
memories that will last a lifetime. In an age
when so many family farms struggle to sur-
vive, it is gratifying to know that Brown’s Berry
Patch is thriving, continuing to provide West-
ern New York with fresh fruit and a greater un-
derstanding of traditional American agriculture.
| congratulate Brown’s Berry Patch on their
200th anniversary, and for their dedication to
promoting tourism and agriculture in Western
New York.

RECOGNIZING LEONARD PITTS, JR.
FOR BEING AWARDED THE 2004
PULITZER PRIZE IN JOUR-
NALISM FOR COMMENTARY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Mr. Leonard Pitts,
Jr. of The Miami Herald, winner of the 2004
Pulitzer Prize in Journalism for Commentary.
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As a long-time fan of Mr. Pitts’ work, | am de-
lighted that he has been honored with this
very prestigious award.

Leonard Pitts is a hugely talented writer with
a sharp eye and a sharp wit. Newspaper read-
ers in Miami and around the country who are
fortunate to read his column would surely
agree. Mr. Pitts’ work is an important contribu-
tion to the social and political debate in Amer-
ica, and | am immensely grateful for his dedi-
cation to upholding the highest standard of his
craft.

Formerly a pop music critic, Leonard Pitts
was hired by The Miami Herald in 1991. By
1994 he was writing about race and current
affairs in his own column. Syndicated nation-
ally, Leonard Pitts 1999 book Becoming Dad:
Black Men and the Journey to Fatherhood
was a bestseller.

After the September 11 attacks on New
York and Washington, D.C., Pitts’ Herald col-
umn headlined “We’ll Go Forward From This
Moment” was widely circulated on the Internet
and frequently quoted in the press. In the col-
umn, Pitts bluntly expressed his anger, defi-
ance and resolve to an unnamed evil terrorist.
He wrote, “You monster. You beast. You un-
speakable bastard.” These words, which | re-
member reading the first time, expressed what
so many of us were feeling at the moment and
still feel today.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to share this mo-
ment with Leonard Pitts, Jr. and his family. On
behalf of this body, | express my congratula-
tions to him and wish him well.

———

HONORING THE VETERANS OF ST.
PAUL’S HOUSE

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the veterans of World War Il who
now make their home at St. Paul’'s House and
Health Center in Chicago.

Their wartime experiences are as varied as
the paths they took following the war, but all
remain united to defend the values that shape
our identity as a nation: love of freedom and
respect for human dignity.

Few members of “greatest generation”
spoke about their wartime experiences without
evoking painful physical and emotional recol-
lections of the horrors of their experiences in
World War II.

Still, in their seventies and eighties, the vet-
erans of St. Paul's House are again dem-
onstrating their heroism and commitment to
this country by recounting these memories for
the Chicago World War Il Veterans Anthology
and the United States Library of Congress.

As Memorial Day approaches and we pre-
pare to dedicate the National World War Il
Memorial in our nation’s capital, it is my honor
and privilege to pay tribute to the each of St.
Paul’s World War Il veterans—and their fami-
lies—who proudly wore the uniform of their
country, endured the rigors of the war, and
fought for our liberty and the freedom of future
generations of Americans:

Betty Barouski, Lawrence Bunge, Betty
Bunge, Edward Bylica, Loraine Bylica, Milton
Cohen, Leslie Cousins, Hilda Cousins,
spouse, Harry DeCourres, Mildred Eiman,
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Margret Ehmann, Sima Eckma, Henry Faeth,
Alice Faeth, Henry Grantschnig, Henry Kaster,
John Lasser, Heinze Ledtje, Vladan Markovic,
John Persson, William Prielozny, Fred Schu-
bert, Frank Sontowski, Bruno Solback, Lydia
Sollberger, Charles Tennent, George Wahl, Al-
bert Wood, Lucille Wolf.

A TRIBUTE TO AMERICHOICE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
AmeriChoice for its ten years of quality health
care services to the many residents of Brook-
lyn.

AmeriChoice began serving residents of
Brooklyn in January 1994 as Managed
Healthcare Systems (MHS), and today, it is a
premier health plan available to beneficiaries
of Medicaid, Medicare, the Child Health Plus
Program and the State’s Family Health Plus
program.

AmeriChoice is one of the few for-profit
companies that has long been and continues
to remain committed to the vital public sector
segment of the health care market. Currently,
it serves more than 100,000 members with a
staff of 170 dedicated employees.

In spite of its growing members,
Americhoice has maintained a personalized
focus to members’ health care needs using
the innovative Personal Care Model which ex-
tends beyond the traditional borders of health
care to involve families, community organiza-
tions and government agencies in developing
practical solutions which maintain the highest
possible functional health status for members.

AmeriChoice has received a national HERA
Award from the American Association of
Health Plans which recognizes the significant
work this health plan has done to increase the
number of children receiving five or more com-
prehensive well-child visits with a physician
during the first 15 months of life.

Mr. Speaker, AmeriChoice has been a val-
ued organization of the Brooklyn community
for ten years, serving as a premier health plan
available to beneficiaries of Medicaid, Medi-
care, the Child Health Plus Program and the
State’s Family Health Plus program. As such,
it is more than worthy of receiving our recogni-
tion today and | urge my colleagues to join me
in honoring this remarkable organization.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE MARLA BEN-
NETT ISRAEL DISCOVERY CEN-
TER AND GARDEN

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Marla Bennett Israel Discovery
Center and Garden at the Shalom Institute
Camp and Conference Center, home of Camp
JCA Shalom, located in the beautiful Malibu
mountains.

The Center will be dedicated on June 6,
2004 in honor of Marla Bennett, a remarkable
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and vibrant young woman whose life was trag-
ically taken on July 31, 2002 in the terrorist at-
tack in the cafeteria at Hebrew University Mt.
Scopus campus in Jerusalem.

Marla was a 24-year-old recent graduate of
the University of California at Berkeley who
was studying to obtain her masters’ degree at
Hebrew University. She was also training at
the Pardes Institute to become a Jewish edu-
cator.

Marla was well-known to the Jewish com-
munity at Berkeley and was a familiar face at
countless organizations, including Hillel and
Bayit, the Jewish student cooperative of UC
Berkeley.

Marla grew up at Camp JCA Shalom as a
camper, counselor-in-training, counselor, unit
head and, during the summer of 2001, the
program director. During her time at Camp
JCA Shalom, she touched the lives of thou-
sands of campers and staff.

Her infectious personality and compassion
for others will be memorialized in the Marla
Bennett Israel Discovery Center and Garden
this weekend. The Center is an interactive
hands-on learning center that teaches about
the land, history and people of Israel; the flora
and fauna of modern and ancient Israel; the
relationship between Judaism and the environ-
ment; environmental awareness and protec-
tion; Jewish traditions, thoughts and values;
and organic gardening and farming.

During the summer, thousands of Camp
JCA Shalom campers ages seven through 17
will have the opportunity to experience the
Marla Bennett Israel Discovery Center and
Garden. Throughout the year, the Center will
be open to the community for field trips, week-
end retreats and long-term educational stud-
ies.

The Marla Bennett Israel Discovery Center
and Garden is housed at the Shalom Institute
Camp and Conference Center. Nestled in a
beautiful wooded canyon in the Malibu Moun-
tains and only 45 minutes from downtown Los
Angeles, the Shalom Institute provides camp-
ers of all ages positive Jewish experiences, a
greater appreciation for the environment and
lots of fun activities. From children to seniors,
the Shalom Institute offers exciting programs
throughout the year for campers of all ages.

The Marla Bennett Israel Discovery Center
and Garden will be a welcome addition to the
Shalom Institute and will serve to keep Marla’s
exuberant spirit and memory alive. | ask my
colleagues to join me in the dedication of the
Marla Bennett Israel Discovery Center and
Garden.

———

ST. JOHNS RIVER VETERANS
MEMORIAL BRIDGE

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, on Memorial Day,
May 31, 2004 a ceremony was held in Central
Florida in commemoration of naming the new
Interstate 4 bridge connecting Volusia and
Seminole Counties as the “St. Johns River
Veterans Memorial Bridge”.

The designation of this structure, a principal
transportation link, was made possible by ac-
tion of the Florida Legislature; by an Act
signed into law by Governor Jeb Bush on May
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13, 2004; and by resolutions adopted by the
Seminole County Commission and the Volusia
County Council.

While it was my privilege to recommend
naming the bridge in honor of all veterans who
have served our Nation, | would like to ex-
press my appreciation—and that of all Florida
veterans and citizens—to those State and
local leaders who made this tribute to our vet-
erans and special designation possible:

Governor Jeb Bush.

Members of the Florida Senate representing
Seminole and Volusia Counties—Sen. Evelyn
J. Lynn, Chair of the Volusia County Legisla-
tive Delegation; Sen. Lee Constantine; Sen.
Anna P. Cowin; Sen. Anthony C. “Tony” Hill,
Sr.; Sen. James E. “Jim” King, Jr.; Sen. Bill
Posey; and Sen. Daniel Webster.

Members of the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives representing Seminole And
Volusia Counties—Rep. David Simmons,
Chair of the Seminole County Legislative Del-
egation; Rep. Sandra “Sandy” Adams; Rep.
Carey Baker; Rep. Joyce Cusack; Rep. Su-
zanne M. Kosmas; Rep. David J. Mealor; Rep.
Pat Patterson; and Rep. Joe H. Pickens.

The Seminole County Commission—Chair-
man Daryl G. McLain and Commissioners
Carlton D. Henley; Grant Maloy; Randall C.
Morris and Dick Van Der Weide.

The Volusia County Council—Chairman
Dwight Lewis and Council Members Joie Alex-
ander; Frank Bruno, Jr.; Jack Hayman; Joe
Jaynes; Bill Long and Patricia Northey.

Furthermore, | would like to recognize four
families who lost loved ones in service to our
Nation and who participated in the Memorial
Day dedication ceremony. These eight individ-
uals represented many other families and
Americans who have made similar, great sac-
rifices:

Jesse and Arbutus Beall. Their son, Spe-
cialist 4 Charles Richard Beall, was killed in
action in Kontum, South Vietham on March 6,
1968 while serving in the United States Army.

Jim and Sandy Wetmore. Their son, Airman
1st Class Brian William McVeigh of the United
States Air Force, was killed in a terrorst attack
on the Khobar Towers Military Complex in
Saudi Arabia on June 25, 1996.

Mrs. Jill Roberts and her son, Jacob. Jill's
husband and Jacob’s father, Corporal Robert
D. Roberts of the United States Anny, died on
November 22, 2003 while serving in Baghdad,
Iraq.

Mrs. Minna Earnest and her son, Brian.
Minna’s husband and Brian’s father, Com-
mander Charles M. Earnest of the United
States Navy, perished at sea during combat
operations in North Vietnam on November 28,
1972, and Minna’s son and Brian’s brother,
Charles Bradley Earnest, a member of the
United States Army Special Forces, died on
August 21, 1999 from injuries previously sus-
tained during combat training.

Each day in Central Florida as tens of thou-
sands of travelers cross the St. Johns River
Veterans Memorial Bridge, they will be re-
minded of the price these and thousands of
other veterans and their families have paid for
the freedoms all Americans enjoy.
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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND
HEALTH SMALL EMPLOYER AC-
CESS TO JUSTICE ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DELAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to this legislation. The bills before us
today do not merely amend or modernize the
historic Occupational Safety and Health Act,
which put in place critical workplace protec-
tions—rather, they undermine it.

One discourages OSHA from citing small
employers who would otherwise be in violation
of the law, while another weakens the ability
of the Secretary of Labor to enforce those
laws. Another allows this Administration to
stack the OSHA commission for political pur-
poses, while the last gives employers more
leeway in challenging OSHA citations.

In every sense, these are blatantly anti-em-
ployee changes to existing law, intended to
take power away from average working people
and put it in the hands of employers in the
hope that they will not abuse that power. All
of this is being done under the guise of “re-
ducing red tape.”

But | suppose we should not be surprised.
After all, this is merely another in a long line
of anti-employee acts taken by this Adminis-
tration and majority. First it was throwing out
a decade of research that went into those
carefully crafted ergonomics regulations—in a
day, Republicans sent the American people a
clear message that the corporate bottom line
was more important than safety in the work-
place. Then it was ramming through overtime
rules that took away time-and-a-half pay for 8
million workers and endorsing the outsourcing
of American jobs to other countries. Now they
decimate a historic law to protect American
workers from unsafe working conditions.

The American people are increasingly find-
ing themselves at odds with this Administra-
tion and its reckless disregard for working
people—and it is no wonder. To them, regula-
tions that protect people in the workplace are,
quote, “red tape.”

Mr. Speaker, tell that to families of the
60,000 employees who die every year from
job-related injuries or ilinesses. Tell that to the
4.7 million people who are injured each year
at work. Because legislation like this not only
insults the work the people of this country do
everyday—it reveals a total lack of apprecia-
tion for the people, the institutions and the val-
ues that built this country and made it great.
Oppose these unfair, un-American bills.

———

CONGRATULATING BRUCE V.
RAUNER OF CHICAGO

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate my good friend Bruce V. Rauner
of Chicago and the Rauner Family Foundation
for being honored by the American Red Cross
of Greater Chicago, which is awarding Bruce
with its prestigious Humanitarian Award at the
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Second Annual
breakfast.

The Chicago Red Cross Hometown Heroes
Awards are presented to individuals “whose
actions went beyond the call of duty, and
whose leadership and commitment made a
significant difference to a person, cause or
community.” This year’'s special Humanitarian
Award is being awarded for the “critical sup-
port” provided by Mr. Rauner and the Rauner
Family Foundation “for Chicago’s education,
health and youth development organizations.”
| applaud the Red Cross for its excellent se-
lection of Bruce Rauner, one of Chicago’s fin-
est citizens, and a shining example of leader-
ship and commitment to public service in our
city.

Bruce Rauner’s philanthropy benefits the
entire Chicagoland area. In addition to sup-
porting the Red Cross, Mr. Rauner has dedi-
cated his time and resources to many other
local non-profit organizations. Among them in-
clude his service on the board of The Chicago
Public Education Fund, The Teacher's Acad-
emy of Mathematics and Science, The Ravinia
Festival, The Golden Apple Foundation, The
Academy for Urban School Leadership and
the YMCA. The Rauner Family Foundation
has also made generous contributions, to the
YMCA of Metro Chicago and Pilsen, and the
Chicago Public Education Fund.

Earlier this year, the Rauner Family Founda-
tion donated $3 million for the construction of
the American Red Cross of Greater Chicago’s
new state-of-the-art command center, which is
designed to enhance disaster response capa-
bilities for the entire state of lllinois. The new
Rauner Center houses local Red Cross offices
and the lllinois Emergency Management
Agency to coordinate response in the event of
a major disaster. The Rauner Foundation’s
generous contribution will go a long way to-
ward helping establish this center as the
model for the country of effective and life-
saving disaster response.

Professionally, Mr. Rauner continues to be
one of the leaders of Chicago’s financial cen-
ter. He currently serves as the Chairman of
GTCR Golder Rauner, LLC, a $6 billion pri-
vate equity and venture capitol firm in Chi-
cago. Mr. Rauner joined GTCR in 1981 after
working in strategic consulting with Bain and
Company and in econometric analysis with
Data Resources, Inc.

Before his impressive career was launched,
Mr. Rauner graduated with top honors—from
Dartmouth College Summa cum laude and Phi
Beta Kappa and from Harvard Business
School. He and his wife Diana live in
Winnetka and are the parents of Elizabeth,
Stephanie, Eric, Margaret, Matthew, and Kath-
erine.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of the
Fifth Congressional District of lllinois and in-
deed all of Chicago, | am privileged to con-
gratulate Bruce V. Rauner and the Rauner
Family Foundation for this impressive honor,
and | applaud the American Red Cross of
Greater Chicago for bestowing this celebrated
award on such deserving recipients.

Hometown Heroes Awards
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ON THE OCCASION OF MEMORIAL
DAY

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, this Memorial
Day we pay tribute to those who have given
their lives in defense of our great Nation. The
freedoms we enjoy here at home do not come
cheap. They are paid for with the blood and
treasure of true American heroes.

Today we reaffirm our commitment to the
liberties they fought to defend. And we pledge
never to forget their sacrifice.

This year, Memorial Day has a special
poignancy. Here in Washington, veterans of
the Second World War finally received the
monument they so richly deserved. The World
War Two Memorial dedicated on the National
Mall provides a fitting tribute to a generation of
young men and women who defended the
United States against the specter of a tyranny
as horrible as any the world has known. The
400,000 Americans who gave their lives in the
European and Pacific theaters will never be
forgotten.

In addition, this Memorial Day is special be-
cause it affords us an opportunity to honor the
young men and women who are currently en-
gaged in the War on Terror. Halfway around
the world, a new generation has been called
to battle. And like those that defeated our en-
emies in the 1940s, this new generation of
Americans has faced the enemy with strength
and determination. Almost 1,000 men and
women have lost their lives in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Those of us who enjoy the freedom
they have sacrificed to defend should be im-
mensely proud and eternally grateful.

This weekend, as we take a moment away
from our normal routines, let us say a prayer
and remember both those who have gone be-
fore us and those who continue to defend
freedom from oppression. Our thoughts should
be with those families that have lost loved
ones in battle. And our thanks should go to all
those who honor us by taking up arms to de-
fend the United States.

God bless our men and women in uniform.
And God Bless America.

————

STATEMENT OF ERIC ROSENTHAL,
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL
COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES
(USCID) AND EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR OF MENTAL DISABILITY
RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL, ON
“INTERNATIONAL DISABILITY
RIGHTS: THE PROPOSED UN CON-
VENTION”’

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on March 30th,
the Congressional Human Rights Caucus held
a groundbreaking Members’ Briefing entitled,
“International Disability Rights: The Proposed
UN Convention.” This discussion of the global
situation of people with disabilities was in-
tended to help establish disability rights issues
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as an integral part of the general human rights

discourse. The briefing brought together the

human rights community and the disability
rights community, and it raised awareness in

Congress of the need to protect disability

rights under international law to the same ex-

tent as other human rights through a binding

UN convention on the rights of people with

disabilities.

Our expert witnesses included Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of State Mark P. Lagon; the
Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Ecuador to the United Nations, Ambassador
Luis Gallegos; the United Nations Director of
the Division for Social Policy and Development
in the Department of Economic and Social Af-
fairs, Johan Scholvinck; the distinguished
former Attorney General of the United States,
former Under-Secretary General of the United
Nations and former Governor of Pennsylvania,
the Honorable Dick Thornburgh; the President
of the National Organization on Disability
(NOD), Alan A. Reich; Kathy Martinez, a
member of the National Council on Disabilities
(NCD); and a representative of the United
States International Council on Disabilities
(USCID) and Executive Director of Mental Dis-
ability Rights International, Eric Rosenthal.

As | had announced earlier, | intend to place
the important statements of our witnesses in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, so that all of my
colleagues may profit from their expertise, and
| ask that the statement of Eric Rosenthal be
placed at this point in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

THE U.S. CONGRESSIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CAU-
CUS: MEMBERS’ BRIEFING ON THE UNITED
NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

It is a great pleasure to be here for this
historic occasion. I would like to thank Rep-
resentative Lantos, the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus, and the Disability
Rights Caucus for making this possible.

I'm a member of the board of the U.S.
International Council on Disability (USICD)
and executive director of Mental Disability
Rights International (MDRI). I have spent
more than ten years in the field doing inter-
national human rights work for people with
disabilities—documenting human rights
abuses and training activists. There has been
little recognition of the vast worldwide pat-
tern of human rights abuses against people
with disabilities that exists in the world
today—either by the U.S. government or the
United Nations. Thus, it is a great step for-
ward to bring these concerns to public atten-
tion today. This hearing provides an invalu-
able opportunity to discuss what practical
next steps the U.S. Government can take to
bring long over-due attention to the rights of
people with disabilities worldwide.

The most important leadership by a U.S.
Agency, to date, has been the work of the
U.S. National Council on Disability (NCD).
Over the last few years, NCD has made an in-
valuable contribution to advancing discus-
sion and action on international disability
issues by convening International Watch, a
group of experts and leaders in the U.S. dis-
ability community involved in international
activities. In addition, NCD has brought at-
tention to this issue by commissioning two
important reports. In 2002, NCD commis-
sioned Janet Lord of the Landmine Sur-
vivors Network to write a detailed legal and
policy analysis of the need for a new UN dis-
ability rights convention. I recommend that
report as essential background to today’s
discussion about the need for a UN conven-
tion.
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In 2003, Professor Arlene Kanter and I had
the honor of serving as consultants to NCD
as authors of a report, Foreign Policy and
Disability: Legislative Strategies and Civil
Rights Protection to Ensure Inclusion of
People with Disabilities. In this report, re-
leased at a U.S. Senate briefing on Sep-
tember 9th, 2003, NCD cites numerous reports
over the last 10 years identifying the failure
of U.S. foreign assistance programs to re-
spond to the needs of people with disabil-
ities. Not only have construction projects
been inaccessible to people with disabilities
but many programs have not been accessible
to people with physical or mental disabil-
ities. More broadly, there has not been a con-
certed effort to document, challenge, or
overcome the vast problem of human rights
abuses to which people with disabilities are
subject worldwide.

NCD has called for the reform of U.S. for-
eign policy and foreign assistance to ensure
the inclusion of people with disabilities in
U.S. foreign policy, foreign assistance, and
all U.S. government and its activities
abroad.

If we stand for the human rights of people
with disabilities, we must stand for it in our
own actions as the U.S. government. We
must ensure that U.S. funded assistance pro-
grams don’t discriminate. Indeed, we must
ensure that foreign assistance programs re-
spond to needs and are fully inclusive of peo-
ple with disabilities.

We have recently made tremendous
progress in Congress. I would particularly
like to acknowledge the work of Senator
Tom Harkin who championed historic new
legislation in the last session of Congress.
The new legislation requires any construc-
tion funded by USAID around the world to be
accessible to people with disabilities. It re-
quires all U.S. programs in Afghanistan and
Iraq to be accessible to people with disabil-
ities, in conformity with USAID’s Policy
Paper on Disability. The most innovative
new provision of legislation makes enforce-
ment of disability rights a precondition for
countries to receive funding under the new
Millennium Challenge Account. By creating
financial incentives for governments to take
action on disablity rights, this law estab-
lishes a specialized tool of foreign policy
that will help bring attention and pressure
on governments to take action. In the spirit
of the NCD report, it is my hope that MCA
views this as more than a tool to use against
governments. It should be viewed as a man-
date to help governments, and non-govern-
mental disability organizations around the
world, to meet these human rights and dis-
ability rights goals. The NCD report calls on
Congress to create a ‘“‘Fund for Inclusion,”
setting aside funds to support for the devel-
opment of non-governmental disability
rights organizations.

Turning now to the question: why a con-
vention? In ten years, MDRI has documented
human rights abuses against people with
mental disabilities in 21 countries on three
continents. I have seen untold human suf-
fering in every country I have visited. I've
seen people locked away for their whole lives
in psychiatric hospitals, as well as institu-
tions for people with developmental or other
disabilities. I have seen children and I've
seen grown men and women left naked, cov-
ered in their own feces. MDRI recently docu-
mented a situation in Paraguay where two
boys were placed in an institution by family
members unable to care for them at home
without any form of governmental support.
When the boys were placed in the institution
they probably had some form of intellectual
disability, but they wore clothing, they
talked, they interacted with people around
them. For at least four years, these boys
were held naked in isolation with no clothes,
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no toilet, no place to sleep other than a mat
the floor of a barren cell. They ate their food
off the floor. According to doctors at the fa-
cility, they became psychotic as a result of
the years of isolation and abuse. When we
visited them, they could no longer speak. All
they did was scream, howl, and grunt.

Their lives had been thrown away. The
lives of 400 men and women in that same psy-
chiatric facility have been thrown away.
They live in isolation with little hope of re-
turning to society. Many are denied basic
medical care, much less the dignity of some
privacy or their own clothing. In wealthier
countries, people may be detained in clean
institutions with new clothing. But their iso-
lation from society and their pain at being
denied human contact may be much the
same. Does the international community
speak out about these abuses? No. In almost
every country of the world, you can find peo-
ple relegated to the bleak, back wards of in-
stitutions—or abandoned on the streets.
That same experience has been going on in
many societies throughout the world. And
the world has failed to speak out time and
time again.

The U.S. administration has said that the
proper way to deal with this is through do-
mestic legislation, rather than international
human rights legislation. I beg to differ on
this point. As a matter of international law,
there is a very important difference between
matters of purely domestic concern and
issues of international human rights. The
international legal framework is built upon
the notion of state sovereignty. Matters of
social policy and of educational policy, are
protected by state sovereignty. And a gov-
ernment may do what it will in that area.
But the international community has come
to realize there are certain principles of gov-
ernment practice that are not just matters
of state sovereignty. When governments
deny their citizens basic human dignity and
autonomy, when they subject them to ex-
tremes of suffering, when they segregate
them from society—we call these violations
of fundamental human rights. And when a
country sinks so low as to deny the funda-
mental rights of its citizen, the world will
speak out. We will hold governments ac-
countable for the most extreme abuses. That
is why we need a convention. It’s not enough
to offer technical assistance on how to im-
prove the law, we must hold governments ac-
countable for their violations.

Based on my observations as a human
rights investigator over the last ten years—
and based on the near void of activity by es-
tablished human rights oversight bodies—I
believe that the abuses experienced by peo-
ple with disabilities around the world are the
greatest international human rights problem
that goes unacknowledged in the world
today.

There are at least 600 million people with
disabilities in the world. How many thou-
sands of people are segregated from society
in closed psychiatric facilities? By the thou-
sands, children and young adults with dis-
abilities are placed in orphanages and other
institutions. I have met families in Armenia,
Turkey, Russia, and Mexico who were heart-
broken about placing their child in an insti-
tution—or who were afraid that they might
have to do so one day if they could no longer
provide care. I have met adults with mental
disabilities living a life of terror that they
may be one day forced into an institution if
they cannot keep it together to fend for
themselves. I have met fathers, mothers,
brothers, husbands, wives who wanted to
keep a relative at home with them, but their
governments do not provide services that
will allow families to stay together in the
community. Heart breaking as it is, parents
are often forced to put their children in or-
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phanages. These are not orphans. These are
children orphaned by social and medical pol-
icy that say they’re different and shouldn’t
have a chance to live as a part of society at
large. Social policies that needlessly seg-
regate people from society are a form of dis-
crimination. Legal systems that do not pro-
tect against arbitrary detention permit on-
going violations of human rights.

These are just a few of the abuses that can
be addressed by a disability rights conven-
tion. This is why we must commit ourselves
to speaking out. We must make it a priority
of our human rights agenda to end such in-
tolerable abuses against people with disabil-
ities everywhere.

This Congress has adopted legislation es-
tablishing that human rights will be the core
of our foreign policy. We must ensure that
this promise extends to people with disabil-
ities. When governments strip whole groups
of citizens of their rights because of a dis-
ability, when governments put people away,
or when they allow them to die on the
streets with no dignified form of assistance,
those are human rights abuses. Challenging
such abuses should becomes the core of our
foreign policy.

In its last session, this Congress made in-
valuable steps in the right direction by revis-
ing our foreign assistance laws. Now let us
explicitly recognize the concerns of people
with disabilities as part of the pantheon of
international human rights issues. I strongly
encourage and appreciate the work of those
members of Congress who have supported
resolution 169. I call on all members to do
the same.

I would like to leave you with one last
thought. Over the years, I have personally
encountered hundreds of children and adults,
old men and old women who have spent most
of their life behind bars. It is amazingly easy
to write these people off as subhuman. As if
they are already the walking dead. Yet I
have also seen a glimpse of hope in their
eyes. With the smallest amount of respect
for their dignity, people come to life. The
tiniest hint of a possibility that a man or
woman might one day leave the institution
can give that person a reason to go on living.
What does it matter that people far across
the waters care about them and their rights?
It is a reason to go on living. Members of
Congress, you have a chance to contribute to
their reason for living. You have an ability
to contribute to give them hope. In your ca-
reers, this may be one of the least costly and
greatest opportunities to challenge abuses of
hundreds of millions of people. Please take
that action. Please support Resolution 169.

And please support the TU.N. Disability
Rights Convention.
———
PAYING TRIBUTE TO JAMES C.
MOORE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart after learning that Colorado has
lost one of its truly great citizens. James
Moore of Pueblo, Colorado recently passed
away at age eighty-six. He spent his life serv-
ing those he loved, and James loved about
everybody. As his community and family
mourn his passing, | believe it appropriate to
recognize the life of this exceptional man be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation.

James showed up everyday at his job as an
insurance agent for Equitable Life Assurance
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Agency with an infectious smile and a humble
heart. It was no surprise when Equitable’s
agency managers’ recognized James as their
“National Honor Agent” for exemplifying excel-
lence in professional achievement and com-
munity service from among the company’s
7,500 member agency.

James’ work throughout his life went far be-
yond the insurance industry. He answered his
nation’s call to duty, serving as a meteorolo-
gist in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World
War Il. His extensive involvement in the com-
munity included serving on the Parkview Epis-
copal Hospital’'s executive committee and as
finance chairman of the campaign for the
Fryingpan-Arkansas Project. He also served
as financial planner for the Pueblo Regional
Library, worked as an officer at the local
YMCA, and served on University United Pres-
byterian Church’s board of elders and building
committee. He mentored those who would lis-
ten, gave money to those who asked, and
loved those who needed a kind word.

Mr. Speaker, James Moore will be sorely
missed, and although we grieve over the loss
of this incredible individual, we take comfort in
the lives he touched and the legacy he leaves
behind. | say to his wife Mary, his son Jim,
and daughter DeAnn, that | am truly honored
to pay tribute to his life and memory today. He
was a great person and a great American, he
will be sorely missed.

——

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great reflection that | rise to recognize the
hundreds of thousands of soldiers serving in
our armed services today around the world,
and to remember those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice in the protection of our great
country.

This has been a difficult year for many fami-
lies in Minnesota, particularly those who have
loved ones serving overseas in the armed
forces. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and
the global campaign against terrorism have re-
quired much of the American people and the
sacrifices are significant. War has separated
thousands of Americans from their loved ones.
Many families have not seen their fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, or friends and
relatives for many months.

Today, the House rises in a moment of si-
lence to recognize our fallen heroes. | would
like to specifically mention the eight Minneso-
tans whose selfless acts of heroism in Iraq
over the past year cost them their lives: Jim
Herrgott, 20, of Shakopee; Brian Hellermann,
35, of Freeport; Dale Panchot, 26, of
Northhome; Patrick Dorff, 32, of Buffalo; Mat-
thew Milczark, 18, of Kettle River; Levi Angell,
20, of Cloquet; Moises Langhorst, 19, of
Moose Lake; and Tyler Fey, 22, of Eden Prai-
rie. Their service and their spirit live on in the
memory of all Minnesotans.

This Memorial Day, | urge all Minnesotans
to pause and remember those who have
served our nation and those that continue to
serve today. The debt of gratitude we owe
these brave men and a woman is great and
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we must never forget their sacrifices for our
freedom.

CAROL AND JERRY BERMAN’S
60TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate my friends Carol and
Jerry Berman as they celebrate their sixtieth
wedding anniversary. Carol Berman met Jerry
Berman at the University of Michigan, in 1941.
Their surname was the same. In 1943 they
became engaged. Jerry enlisted in the Air
Force, and Carol graduated from college.
They were married in 1944 and after a brief
honeymoon, Carol traveled with Jerry to thir-
teen different Air Force installations where he
was an airman, and she worked on various
newspapers and magazines.

After the war they returned to Ann Arbor
where Jerry received his degree in mechanical
engineering, thanks to the Gl Bill, and Carol
worked as an Editor. After a while they moved
back to New York and set up housekeeping in
Lynbrook, Long Island. Jerry worked as an en-
gineer, and Carol worked for a public relations
firm. Their daughter Elizabeth was born fol-
lowed by their son, Charles. They then moved
to their present home in Lawrence, Long Is-
land

Carol devoted much of her time to the
school, serving as President of two PTA’s and
then elected to the Lawrence-Cedarhurst
Board of Education. While Carol was busy
with this, Jerry, who now was in the family’s
insurance business, served in many capacities
at his beloved Beth Sholom Synagogue, serv-
ing as Chairman of the Board for two terms.

Carol and Jerry also became politically ac-
tive in the Democratic Party. Carol ran cam-
paigns for many candidates and then the local
offices for Assemblyman Eli Wager and Con-
gressman Herbert Tenzer. She became a Vice
Chair of the Nassau County Democratic Party.
Carol was elected to the State Senate in
1978, serving for three terms, and is still the
only Democrat elected to that body from a dis-
trict solely in Nassau County. Her public serv-
ice continued when she was appointed by
Governor Cuomo to the State Division of
Housing, to the Lobby Commission, and to the
State Board of Elections, where she is still
Commissioner.

Because of her political expertise, the com-
munity drafted her to head their fight against
the SST Concorde landing at Kennedy Airport.
That fight made history and just recently
ended with the complete demise of the Con-
corde.

Terry was Democratic Leader of Lawrence-
Cedarhurst, and President of the Five Towns
Democratic Club, and was a close political as-
sociate of both Congressman Herbert Tenzer
and Jim Scheuer. During the Vietnam War, he
was appointed to the Draft Board, where he
served for fifteen years. In that capacity, he
accompanied Rabbi Edward Sandrow on a
visit to General William Hershey, which re-
sulted in a history making decision that en-
abled servicemen of other than the Quaker
faith to claim Conscientious Objector status.

In addition, Jerry and Carol have donated
much time to civic endeavors: among them
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the building of St. John’s Hospital. They have
been honored by the Hospital, UJA-Federa-
tion, Israel Bonds, Congregation Beth Sholom,
the Five Towns Democratic Club, Cancer
Care, Nassau County Democratic Party, the
Village of Lawrence and Carol by NOW and
The Nassau Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
lence, as well as many other civic associa-
tions.

The greatest joy and love in their lives are
their children: Elizabeth married to David; and
Charles, married to Lisa; and their beloved
grandchildren, Sarah, Jeremy, Rebecca and
Ben.

Jerry and Carol emulate the ideals of citi-
zenship in our country, through their concern
for others, their service to the community and
active participation in our government. | wish
to congratulate and thank my good friends,
Carol and Jerry, for all that they have done for
my district, their community, the State, our
Country, and me.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
June 1, 2004, | was unable to cast my floor
vote on rollcall Nos. 210, 211, and 212. The
votes | missed include rolicall vote 210 on the
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to H.
Con. Res. 295, Congratulating and saluting
Focus: HOPE on its 35th anniversary; rollcall
vote 211 on the Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Agree, as Amended to H. Res. 612, Rec-
ognizing the firefighters, police, public serv-
ants, civilians, and private businesses who re-
sponded to the fire in Richmond, Virginia, on
March 26, 2004; and rollcall vote 212 on the
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to H.
Con. Res. 417, Honoring the Tuskegee Air-
men.

Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “aye” on rollcall votes 210, 211,
and 212.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Staff Sergeant
Joseph Fales, a World War Il veteran who
gave his life fighting against tyranny so that
we might live free.

In honor of Memorial Day, | had the pleas-
ure of recognizing Staff Sergeant Fales for his
heroism and bravery as a U.S. Soldier who
fought in the Second World War until his
death in October 1943.

Staff Sergeant Fales served in the Army Air
Force and heroically performed the perilous
job of a waist gunner aboard a B-17 bomber.
His plane was shot down over the Adriatic
Sea, and an American Hero was lost. Ser-
geant Fales was only 20 years old.

| had the honor of presenting his family with
medals Joseph Fales earned during his serv-
ice to our nation. They included the World War
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Il Victory Medal, the Honorable Service Lapel
Button, the European Middle Eastern Cam-
paign Medal with one bronze star, the Good
Conduct Medal, the Air Medal and the Purple
Heart, the oldest military decoration in the
world more than 50 years overdue.

| am humbled by the courage and sacrifice
of Joseph Fales. | am thankful for the gift of
freedom that he fought to protect. We must
never forget Joseph Fales and those soldiers
who paid the ultimate price on our behalf.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DAVID
LORENZ

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take a moment to recognize the importance
of our community parks, and their caretakers.
Often parks and cityscapes go overlooked dur-
ing our busy days. However, keeping open
spaces green, clean and well-kept is not an
easy task. For this reason, | rise to pay tribute
to David Lorenz for being awarded the 2003
Manager of the Year Award by the Special
District Association of Colorado.

Mr. Lorenz has been the executive director
of the South Suburban Park and Recreation
District for the last 17 years. His accomplish-
ments include overseeing the Goodson Recre-
ation Center and the Sheridan Recreation
Center. He has worked to preserve 3,000
acres of land for parks and open space, as
well as a comprehensive 120 mile trail system
used by walkers, joggers, and bicyclists.

David Lorenz has shown devotion to the
community by maintaining and designing a va-
riety of outdoor activities for the residents of
South Suburban. He also received Honorable
Mention in the Special Projects category for
the “Living Well” initiative which helps to fight
obesity in children and adults.

Mr. Lorenz’ dedication, and the dedication of
other caretakers, to the provision of recreation
activities and the upkeep of our parks serve
as a great benefit to all Americans.

———————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN
ALAN L. TEBRINK

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, to place your life
in danger for the sake of others is an honor-
able and noble task, and that is exactly what
police officers do regularly. Captain Alan
TeBrink of the Colorado State Patrol will be
retiring after twenty-five years of dedicated
service, and | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank him for the important role that
he has played in protecting and serving the
people of Colorado.

Alan graduated from the Colorado State Pa-
trol Academy in 1979, and was assigned to
Telluride where he was the only state trooper
stationed at that location. In 1983, he trans-
ferred to the Colorado State Patrol Academy
and was a staff instructor for four years before
being promoted to Sergeant and transferring
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to the Colorado Safety Institute serving as an
instructor and supervisor. In 1989, Alan was
reassigned as a first line supervisor for the
newly created Hazardous Materials section
where he was active in creating the emer-
gency response and enforcement section, as
well as developing training techniques for sec-
tion personnel. Alan was promoted to the rank
of Captain in 1994 and assigned to Troop 5A
in Durango where his leadership and dedica-
tion earned him the admiration of his fellow
troopers and community.

As a dedicated member of the Durango
community, Alan is also well known for his
civic participation. He is a referee for high
school basketball games, and plans to con-
tinue as a referee for both basketball and foot-
ball during his retirement. He is also active in
the First Presbyterian Church, where he fre-
quently teaches Sunday school and is and for-
merly served as church Elder.

Mr. Speaker, Captain Alan TeBrink acted
with great commitment and leadership in all
that he did throughout his career as a Colo-
rado State Trooper. Alan never forgot that
safety and protection came first and foremost
for the people he served. It is my pleasure to
recognize Alan before this body of Congress
and this nation. | would like to extend my ap-
preciation to him for everything that he has
done and wish him the best in his future en-
deavors.

CHILD CREDIT PRESERVATION
AND EXPANSION ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Ms. McCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today the
House considers H.R. 4359, to make the in-
crease in the child tax credit permanent and
expand it for taxpayers in the $110,000 to
$300,000 range. Instead of taking responsible
steps to make permanent a tax cut to help
working families with children, this bill balloons
our federal debt and gives thousands of dol-
lars in extra tax breaks to the very wealthiest
Americans.

Meanwhile, those who need help the most,
low- to moderate-income working families with
children, receive little benefit under this bill.
And those at the very bottom get nothing.
Even worse, this bill threatens middle-class
families as the legislation fails to pay for these
tax cuts—increasing record deficits that threat-
en economic growth, raise interest rates, and
cost jobs.

| support middle-class tax cuts and the child
tax credit, but middle-class families would be
much better off if these tax cuts were paid for
and targeted to those who need them most. |
support the Democratic alternative which
makes sure these tax cuts are paid for
through 2010, increases the child tax credit for
more than 31 million middle-income families
with children, over 75 percent, currently re-
ceiving the credit, and provides the child tax
credit to an additional 2.5 million working fami-
lies, instead of showering more tax cuts on
those who have already benefited under the
Bush tax cuts.
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HONORING FRANCIS (FRANK) A.
DEMITA

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
it is with great pleasure that | rise today to rec-
ognize Francis (Frank) A. DeMita on his retire-
ment from the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Association of Federal Credit Unions
(NAFCU). Mr. DeMita has devoted much of
his life to the credit union, with more than 50
years’ experience as a volunteer in the credit
union community. There is no doubt in my
mind that our good friends at NAFCU will feel
a great void once Mr. DeMita departs.

Mr. DeMita’s devotion to the credit union
community was evidenced by his service as
Chairman of the Board of the Nassau Edu-
cators Federal Credit Union for over 30 years.
A retired teacher himself, Mr. DeMita has not
only been active in the credit union movement,
but also with many charitable organizations
and causes on Long Island. For the last six
years, Mr. DeMita has balanced his time as
NAFCU Board Member in addition to his lead-
ership at the Nassau Educators Federal Credit
Union and in the Long Island community.
However, one element has remained con-
stant—Frank has always given selflessly of his
time to promote and enhance the lives of
credit union members in the great state of
New York, as well as across the nation. But
he also has remained committed to the edu-
cational background that he came from. Mr.
DeMita helped start a scholarship program in
1990 that has awarded 75 scholarships every
year since to outstanding high school seniors
in Nassau County. To date, the program has
provided over $300,000 to help these students
attend college.

As a member of the NAFCU Board of Direc-
tors, Mr. DeMita worked tirelessly to enhance
the federal credit union charter by working
with Congress for regulatory relief legislation
for credit unions. His work has helped main-
tain NAFCU’s status as a leading credit union
trade association.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Mr. Frank
DeMita on all of his fine work throughout his
illustrious tenure as a Board Member of
NAFCU. | have worked with Mr. DeMita on
issues that are important to the credit union
community in the past and | am committed to
continuing to do so. Congratulations on your
retirement from the NAFCU Board, Mr.
DeMita.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
May 20, 2004, | was unavoidably detained,
and unable to cast my floor vote on rolicall
numbers 203 and 204. The votes | missed in-
clude rollcall vote 203 on the Tauscher
Amendment to H.R. 4200, the Defense Au-
thorization Act for FY 2005; and rollcall vote
204 on the Ryun (KS) amendment to H.R.
4200.
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Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “aye” on rollcall vote 203 and
“nay” on rollcall vote 204.

FALLEN HEROES
HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Sheldon
Schulman, a Vietnam Veteran who gave his
life fighting for our freedom and security.

In honor of Memorial Day, | had the pleas-
ure of recognizing the late First Lieutenant
Sheldon Schulman for his heroism and brav-
ery as a U.S. Soldier who fought in the Viet-
nam War until his death on June 19, 1967.

Lieutenant Schulman served his country as
an officer in the Army. He was killed as the re-
sult of a gun shot wound inflicted during a bat-
tle on the Mekong Delta. Also lost that day
were three of his closest friends who had
served with him since their days in Officer
Candidate School. Lieutenant Schulman was
only twenty four.

| had the honor of presenting his family with
medals Lieutenant Schulman earned during
his service to our nation. They included Silver
Star, Bronze Star, the Good Conduct Medal,
the National Defense Service Medal, the Viet-
nam Service Medal, the Republic of Vietham
Campaign Ribbon, the Sharp Shooter Badge
and Rifle Bar, and two Marksman Badges,
Machine Gun Bar, and Rifle Bar, as well as
the Purple Heart, the oldest military decoration
in the world.

| am humbled by the courage and sacrifice
of First Lieutenant Sheldon Schulman. | am
thankful for the gift of freedom that he fought
to protect. We must never forget Sheldon
Schulman and those soldiers who paid the ul-
timate price on our behalf.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ANDY
McKEAN

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take a moment to pay tribute to an indi-
vidual who has worked tirelessly to bring
awareness of our U.S. Constitution to both
school children and adults alike, Andy
McKean. Mr. McKean was awarded the 2004
Daughters of the American Revolution Medal
of Honor for his efforts to educate children
about our common heritage and founding doc-
uments.

Mr. McKean established a large summer-
time “Earning by Learning” program in Den-
ver-area libraries to encourage young children
to read more often. While visiting one of those
libraries, Mr. McKean was shocked to learn
that none of the children knew the true mean-
ing of the Fourth of July.

Mr. McKean decided that the children of
America ought to learn about the founding of
our nation and system of government before
the fifth grade, when most kids are first taught
a course in American history. Mr. McKean be-
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came president and eloquent spokesman for
Liberty Day, the nationwide educational orga-
nization.

Mr. Speaker, Andy McKean is a person who
possesses dedication, commitment, and pas-
sion for his life long pursuit of educating young
people and contributing to the betterment of
America’s youth. It is my distinct pleasure to
honor Andy here today, and wish his all the
best in him future endeavors.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SHERI
ROCHFORD

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to pay tribute to Sheri
Rochford, a talented fundraiser and admis-
sions councilor from Durango, Colorado. Sheri
is a dedicated Fort Lewis College employee
who has been helping to educate students in
Colorado for twenty-six years. She is a benev-
olent and kind-hearted person who has been
an asset to the Fort Lewis College community
and | would like to join my colleagues here
today in recognizing her tremendous service
and dedication to higher education.

Sheri’s association with Fort Lewis College
began when she was working her way through
school doing odd jobs in the business school
and the president’s office on campus. She at-
tributes her enthusiasm and commitment to
Fort Lewis as a result of the initial encourage-
ment she received from a college adminis-
trator. Since 1978, Sheri has had many roles
at the college including Dean of Admission
and Alumni Development, and Dean of Devel-
opment and Alumni Relations. She will now
become the Director of Foundation relations.

Sheri has made a great contribution to Fort
Lewis College that will inspire many future
generations to pursue their education in Du-
rango. During her tenure, she helped to al-
most double the college’s enroliment, raised
more than one million for the Alumni Associa-
tion scholarships and communications pro-
grams, and played a key role in raising funds
for both the Community Concert Hall and the
Center of Southwest Studies. She is respon-
sible for raising the Fort Lewis College Foun-
dation’s assets to more than 13 million dollars.
Sheri is the past recipient of the Fort Lewis
College outstanding Achievement Award, and
the Durango Chamber of Commerce’s pres-
tigious Athena Award for outstanding women
professionals. Sheri has also served on nu-
merous national boards and councils for col-
lege admissions, the American College Test-
ing Program, and collegiate records associa-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, Sheri Rochford is a devoted
individual who is actively involved in the edu-
cation of our next generation of leaders. Sheri
has demonstrated a love for Fort Lewis Col-
lege that resonates in her compassionate and
selfless service to the University Community.
Sheri’s enthusiasm and commitment certainly
deserve the recognition of this body of Con-
gress and this nation. Congratulations on your
new job Sheri, | wish you all the best in your
future endeavors.
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PAPERWORK AND REGULATORY
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union has under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2432) to amend
the Paperwork Reduction Act and titles 5
and 31, United States Code, to reform Fed-
eral paperwork and regulatory processes:

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, | rise today
in opposition to H.R. 2432, the Paperwork and
Regulatory Improvements Act of 2004. The
paperwork and regulatory burdens on busi-
nesses could certainly use improvement. Un-
fortunately, this bill is actually an underhanded
way to weaken important regulations that pro-
tect our clean air, clean water, public lands,
and workplaces. This bill would diminish, rath-
er than improve the process of developing fed-
eral regulations by elevating the interests of
industries over all other considerations. This
bill also fails to address real current problems
in federal regulation, such as the pressure on
agencies to misuse or ignore science for polit-
ical ends.

| strongly support the Waxman-Tierney
amendment to establish an independent com-
mission on the politicization of science in the
regulatory process. The amendment responds
to a growing concern among scientists and the
environmental community that the Bush ad-
ministration is placing politics above science.
Just last month the Bush administration issued
a new policy that would allow hatchery-raised
salmon in the Pacific Northwest to be included
in wild salmon population counts, which could
have a significant impact on whether or not
the species are listed under the Endangered
Species Act. It has been reported that this
was done over the objection of an inde-
pendent panel of scientists commissioned by
National Marine Fisheries Service to advise
them on the issue.

| am deeply disappointed that H.R. 2432
takes us in the wrong direction by advancing
a misguided concept that elevates the inter-
ests of regulated industries over the health of
our communities. | understand the burden that
many businesses, especially small busi-
nesses, face in filing out government paper-
work. This bill, however, is more about coming
up with excuses to undermine vital health,
safety, and environmental regulations than
about relieving the growing paperwork burden.

———

HONORING  TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION IN
CREATING AN INTEGRATED
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to thank the Tuskegee Airmen
for their service, sacrifice and dedication for
our country during World War II.

The National Airman’s Association, an orga-
nization comprised of African-American pilots,
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along with then Senator Harry Truman worked
to allow Black pilots to serve in the Civilian
Pilot Training Program. This laid the founda-
tion of the forming of the Tuskegee Airmen.
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-
American pilots in any military branch. Prior to
their arrival blacks were continuously excluded
from aviation training programs in the military.
But they proved to be the equal of white pilots.

Under the command of Col. Benjamin O.
Davis, Jr., who later became the Air Force’s
first Black General, the Tuskegee Airmen
fought in the aerial war over North Africa, Sic-
ily and Europe. Tuskegee pilots received hun-
dreds of Air Medals, and more than 150 Dis-
tinguished Flying Crosses. More importantly,
and most impressively, none of the bombers
they escorted was lost to enemy fighters.
Their lasting legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen is
the desegregation of the Air Force.

By the end of the war, 992 men had grad-
uated from pilot training at Tuskegee, 450 of
whom were sent overseas for combat assign-
ment. During the same period, approximately
150 lost their lives while in training or on com-
bat flights.

When we remember the “Greatest Genera-
tion” and recall with appreciation the sacrifice
they made to preserve our freedoms and
guarantee our rights, we must include the
Tuskegee Airmen. It is important to remember
our history and they played a large part cre-
ating it. Without them it would have been more
difficult for the United States, and our allies, to
be victorious and because of this we owe
them a large debt of gratitude.

————
SUMMARY OF OUACHITA/BLACK
RIVER NAVIGATION SYSTEM

FUNDING TESTIMONY
HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to sub-
mit the following for the RECORD.

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY PRESENTED TO THE
COMMITTEES ON AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE AR-
KANSAS LEGISLATURE AT CAMDEN, ARKAN-
SAS, APRIL 29, 2004

(Prepared by the Arkansas Waterways Com-
mission, 101 E. Capitol, Suite 370, Little
Rock, AR 72201)

This summary provides a digest of testi-
mony presented both verbally and in writing
to the Committee on Agriculture, Forestry
and Economic Development of the Arkansas
Legislature. Although not a verbatim tran-
script, the summary is intended to faithfully
represent the facts, statements and com-
ments made during the hearing.

ECONOMIC CATASTROPHE

Catastrophic job loss and far reaching eco-
nomic and environmental disruption to
south Arkansas and northeast Louisiana will
result from failure to fund Corps of Engi-
neers’ operations and maintenance of the
Ouachita/Black River Navigation System.
An approximately $8 million savings to the
Army Corps of Engineers would result in a
net loss in tax revenue to the federal treas-
ury.

The above summarizes unanimous con-
sensus of more than two dozen representa-
tives of city, county and state government,
business and industry who testified in sup-
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port of continued funding of the Ouachita/
Black River Navigation System during a
meeting of the Arkansas Legislature’s House
and Senate Interim Committees on Agri-
culture, Forestry & Economic Development,
April 29, 2004 in Camden, Ark. The hearing
was attended by some 150 interested partici-
pants.

The 336-mile long Ouachita/Black River
Navigation System that includes 117 miles in
Arkansas, is facing a $8.2 million funding cut
in the proposed 2005 budget that begins in
October, 2004. The budget proposal of $1.9
million budget for recreation on the system
will not only eliminate maintenance on the
system’s four locks and dams, two of which
are in Arkansas, but will prohibit their oper-
ation, thus eliminating navigation on the
waterway. This also puts many of the other
economic, environmental and recreational
activities supported by the river system in
jeopardy.

The waterway was targeted for a budget
cut because it falls into a category of water-
way considered by the federal Office of Man-
agement and Budget as ‘‘low-use.”” OMB con-
siders waterways as low-use if cargo shipped
on the system is less than 1 billion ton-miles
annually. The Ouachita/Black River Naviga-
tion system had more than 800 million ton
miles of usage in 2001. Other economic fac-
tors or benefits of waterways projects are
not considered in the ‘‘low use’’ definition.

Representatives from private industry,
river associations, municipalities in Arkan-
sas and Louisiana as well as federal and
state agencies presented concerns in terms of
the industry and economic losses in light of
two possible scenarios: if navigation on the
system were discontinued or if the naviga-
tion pools created by the system locks and
dams were not available. Environmental and
recreational losses were also addressed.

A representative from Arkansas Governor
Mike Huckabee’s office and congressional
staff members from the Arkansas delegation
presented statements in support of continued
funding of the waterway at current levels.
Their concerns have been expressed to the
President and appropriate committees in the
U.S. Congress.

Consensus emerged on several key points:

The savings to the federal government by
reducing funding on the Ouachita/Black
River Navigation System would be far out-
weighed by the tax revenue lost.

Reduction in the funding of the river sys-
tem has much broader consequences than
simply the loss of navigation. The river has
become a source of economic development,
jobs, power and water supply as well as
recreation. Considerable investments by pri-
vate businesses and governments to harness
the resources of the river were made with
the assurances that it would continue to be
available for use.

Before any decision to close or change the
operation of the Ouachita/Black River Navi-
gation System is made, a thorough study
should be made to identify long term envi-
ronmental, social, economic and hydraulic
impacts.

The modern day history of the Ouachita
River begins with settlements at Monroe,
La. and Camden, Ark. in 1783. More than $700
million was invested in construction of the
current four locks and dams.

Colonel Rick Clapp, commander of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg Dis-
trict, said the Vicksburg District is capable
of using as much as $18 million annually on
the river system for operations, and mainte-
nance. Clapp said the district is evaluating
possible reduced operation alternatives if the
Ouachita River receives only the $1.9 million
as proposed in the 2005 budget.

He anticipated that in that case, the lock
gates would be shut and the locks would
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cease operation on October 1, 2004. The dam
gates would be positioned and most of the
project staff would be moved or furloughed.
Minimum staff would remain for safety and
security purposes. Clapp speculated that the
2 budget would be used for these minimum
activities and to initiate a study that would
identify long term environmental, social,
economic and flood control impacts of
project closure. No studies have been done on
the impact of closing the Ouachita/Black
River Navigation System.

Clapp said that if the project were put into
caretaker status, meaning the locks closed
and dam gates set with minimal mainte-
nance performed, there could be deteriora-
tion on the project that could take signifi-
cant funds to put it back into operation at a
later date.

LOSS OF NAVIGATION

Closure of the locks on the river system
would eliminate navigation and significantly
affect the area’s industry and economy.

Denny McConathy, owner of Cross Oil Re-
fining in Smackover, Ark. testified that his
company, in business since 1923, uses the
river to bring oil via barge from Louisiana
and Texas gulf coasts to make products that
go into a variety of oils, adhesives, metal
working fluids, rubber compounds and other
materials.

Last year the company brought 79 barges
of 0il up the river and expects to bring up
more than 100 barges this year. That oil is
valued at more than $68 million. It would
take more than 11,000 trucks to transport
that volume- a task that would be physically
and logistically impossible as well as eco-
nomically prohibitive.

Cross Oil has more than 500 customers and
projects 2004 sales of between $125-150 mil-
lion. Cross Oil employs 125 people, has an an-
nual payroll of $6.5 million and the majority
of employees live within 25 miles of the
plant. In 2003, the company paid property
taxes of more then $350,000 to Union and
Ouachita Counties. Of that, $290,000 funded
the Smackover school system and more than
$16,000 was paid to the city of Smackover.

Investments the company has made in its
facilities were made with assurances that
the Ouachita River would be available for
use. Loss of the use of the river threatens the
company’s existence and the local economy.
In 1995 the company invested more than $47
million in the refinery, packaging plant and
river terminal and a $2 million expansion of
the lube oil packaging plant that is under-
way with completion expected by July. Local
companies performed all the expansion work.
In addition, the company has 970 accounts
payable vendors, most within 100 miles of the
plant, who were paid approximately $100 mil-
lion in 2003.

“Cross alone puts more money back into
our government in the form of payroll taxes,
employee income taxes, income taxes, etc.,
to more than pay for the costs of maintain-
ing the navigation system,” McConathy
wrote in a letter to the Arkansas Waterways
Commission.

Keith Garrison, executive director of the
Arkansas Waterways Commission, said that
waterborne transportation has a significant
economic impact in Arkansas. A 2002 report
by the Mack Blackwell Center for Rural
Transportation concluded that waterborne
transportation had an $811 million annual
economic impact on the state. He empha-
sized the efficiency of barge transportation,
pointing out that one barge can carry the
equivalent of 60 semi-trucks or 15 freight
cars. It would take an additional 40 million
trucks on our nation’s highways or 10 mil-
lion rail cars to carry what is not carried on
our inland waterways nationwide, he said.

Garrison said that cuts in funding to t